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From the East   
Brethren, 
 
I purposefully held off on this edition of the Trestleboard until after the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
Meeting was held the weekend of November 5 and 6, 2021 in Richmond.  I wanted to take some time 
to give a Masonic “thank you” to outgoing 2020-2021 DDGM RW J. David King for a job well done, 
and a “congratulations and welcome” to our 2022 DDGM RW Bennett J. Corrado, Sr. for District 2!  
Well done Right Worshipfuls on your service to your respected Lodges and the District as whole.  We 
look forward to seeing RW King “in retirement” as DDGM and to RW Corrado on his leadership in 
the coming Masonic Year.  A further summary of the Grand Lodge meeting will be sent out shortly 
once issued by the Grand Secretary.  One important item to note: Herndon Lodge was one of 25 
Lodges awarded the 2020-2021 Hillman Award at the Grand Lodge Session!  Congratulations are 
to be shared with Worshipful Brother Howie Snowdon for his leadership last year as this was a two-
year effort to win the Hillman due to the pandemic shutdown.  Well done Brethren!  
 
November’s Stated Meeting will be on November 15 and will have a meal at 6:30PM and Lodge at 
7:30PM.  It will be “Warden’s Night” with Senior Warden Matt Vepraskas taking the East for the 
meeting and conducting business with his slate of proposed officers for 2022.  Please come and give 
Matt your support and celebrate RW Corrado’s “Homecoming” from Grand Lodge as well. 
 
We will have two called meetings this month so mark your calendars: Monday November 22, 2021 
at 7:00PM to hear three Candidates’ Catechism Returns and then on Monday November 29, 
2021 at 7:00PM to pass them to the Degree of Fellowcraft.  Please plan on attending to show 
support to our first Fellowcrafts to be passed since the One Day Conferral last October.     
 
Lastly, I wanted to take some time to remind the Brethren of the Thanksgiving Holiday this month.  
Thanksgiving is a time to celebrate family and friends and appreciate those in our lives for the love 
and support each gives to us.  My circle of friends, or more appropriately, my “family” includes all  
of you; I could not have served this year as Master without countless Brothers who supported me 
along the way to the East, or those who have whispered 
council in my ear this year as I navigated the ever 
changing climate of the pandemic.  This year, I am most 
assuredly blessed with an abundance of friends and family 
whom I can count on to always be there for me and my 
family.  Thank you, Brethren.  From my wife Dana and I, 
have a safe and happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
          Wor. LeHew  
  
P.S. Please remember our December Stated meeting is 
the FRIST Monday of the Month (12/06/2021); Dinner 

at 6:30PM, Lodge and Elections at 7:30PM 
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Article Reprinting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Editor’s Note:  This Month’s Education Article comes to us from two sources published by our 
Canadian Brethren in Vancouver BC Canada and Hamilton, Ontario Canada.  Source material from 
the Hamilton “District 6 Masonic Minute” (2015) was added to the original article and is in italics.  

 
NOTE:  The Wardens Columns are not used in the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia 

 
The Ups & Downs of the Warden's Columns 

Ron Merk 
Education Officer: Vancouver & Quadra #2 

Victoria, BC Canada 
 

Why are the Senior an Junior Warden's Columns raised and 
lowered when the lodge is at work or rest? To appreciate fully 
the answer to this question we must explore some history first. 
 

In Operative Lodges c. 1400 there was only one Warden. By default, the Warden could be considered 
the Senior Warden. It was his duty to see that Operative Masons were kept gainfully busy, that the 
work flowed smoothly, to serve as mediator in disputes and to see that "every brother had his due." 
 
In the Speculative Lodges, two Wardens were established. By ancient tradition the Senior Warden 
continued to remain "in charge" of the Lodge while it was at work. It seems likely that in order to find 
a corresponding job for the Junior Warden, he was put "in charge" of the Lodge while at refreshment. 
 
There is no mention of the Warden's Columns in any material prior 
to 1730. It appears that they were first introduce somewhere 
between 1730 and 1760. The practice of raising and lowering the 
columns was introduce during that same period and was officially 
authorized at the Union of the Ancients and Moderns in 1813. The 
columns are said to represent Boaz and Jachin, the two columns at 
the porchway or entrance to King Solomon's Temple. (Many of the 
magnificent gothic cathedrals and abbeys built by our operative 
forebears paid homage to this tradition, and twin towers were built 
to adorn the great west entrance of these structures.) In the early 
days, the Wardens were both seated in the West: The Junior Warden 
in the south-west and the Senior Warden in the north-west. Thus, 
they became associated with the two pillars placed there on either 
side of the entrance: Boaz in the south-west and Jachin in the north-
west. This arrangement is replicated in the Table Lodge, where the 
Junior Warden is seated at the foot of the south column and the Senior Warden sits at the foot of the 
north column. When the present configuration of the lodge was settled and the Wardens’ stations 
relocated (the Junior Warden to the south and the Senior Warden to a central position in the west) 
miniature reproductions of the pillars were given to them as their badges of office. These are the 
‘columns’ that rest on their pedestals. In some older jurisdictions, whenever the Wardens move about 
the lodge, they carry their columns with them just as the Deacons carry their wands. The Warden 
who oversees the Lodge, either at work (Senior Warden) or refreshment (Junior Warden) is the 
Warden who will have his column raised. The other column should of course then be laid on its side. 
 
No satisfactory explanation is available in any of the written works to explain the reason for the 
raising and lowering of the columns. The only valid interpretation in this case would seem to be the 
simplest of all: during the 18th Century there is ample evidence that much of the Lodge work was 
conducted at table while the Lodge was still open. Toasts and drinking were the norm. When a Lodge 
was "called off" for the actual meal the Brethren remained seated at the table. There was a need to 
have some visible – a readily recognizable sign or signal to show all who were present whether the 
Lodge was at work or refreshment. This practical reasoning appears to be the most likely of all 
explanations for the raising and lowering of the columns.  



 

 

 

Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 
“…pay the Craft their 

wages …” 
 

From the West 

November is a month of Thanksgiving in the United States, But for Masons it also reminds us to ensure 
we consistently pay wages to those members of our own community who impacted us thru our lives. 
Serving as Senior Warden this year has been a thrilling experience, and I would be remiss if I didn't first 
thank the Worshipful Master and brethren for their support and counsel provided to the Officers and 
myself in 2021. While 2020 challenged us all, in some ways 2021 was only slightly less so. Your 
continued friendship is so very much appreciated and we look forward to deepening that friendship as 
we move into 2022. 

Through my own Masonic journey, I've gained insight into how those around me do support me. This 
includes family, friends, brethren, and coworkers. Each provide support in dramatically different ways, 
each contributing a part of what makes me, me. This month is a time for me to reflect on what these 
individuals have done to support, challenge, toughen, soften, and encourage my development throughout 
this challenging year. It is an important part of my annual ritual and I find great comfort in the depth it 
brings me. 

Brethren, let us dedicate this month to paying our wages to those we love. But also, be sure to take an 
introspective look at that concept. Don't forget to be proud of your accomplishments. Take time to enjoy 
those activities that bring you happiness. Spend time with those most important to you and ensure they 
feel valued. Find new hobbies, learn new things, explore the outdoors, read into your faith. Spread your 
wages across all parts of your life and commit to it.  

A very Happy Thanksgiving to all of you this November. 

 

 

 

Junior Warden 
Frederick Baerenz 

 
“… from Labor to 
Refreshment …” 

 
 

From the South 
“Looking Backward, Looking Forward” 

 
Much as New Year’s Day is one of both nostalgia looking back over the previous year, and resolution, 
preparing for the upcoming year with high hopes and fresh starts, so does Grand Lodge hold many of 
the same qualities.  I am looking forward to attending Grand Lodge this year to witness the changing of 
the guard at the state level, even as we prepare to do the same in Herndon Lodge at our local level. 

 
Since becoming part of the leadership of our Lodge, I have had the opportunity to get to know Eric 
LeHew and Matt Vepraskas.  I have served with them before and during Covid and am supporting (and 
participating) in the plans which hopefully allow us to refer to Covid in our past, and even better not at 
all.  Prior to Eric and soon Matt, our Lodge had three men, Phil Brooks, Bennett Corrado and Howie 
Snowdon, who were willing to serve not one but two terms as Worshipful Master.  They committed this 
extraordinary act of service because our Lodge needed them to fill gaps.  Beginning with Eric, we now 
have (hopefully) restored regular succession, and will see officers spend five years progressing through 
“the chairs.”  

 
Eric has done great work adapting to circumstances and protocols that were unimaginable just two 
years ago.  So many of his plans for our Lodge had to be modified or cancelled due to health 
circumstances.  Although no one would hope for these challenges, it has been interesting to see him 
grow and adapt as a leader.  Similarly, Matt and I have had to adjust and adapt in supporting Eric. 

 
I think it will take several years for us to gradually return to the “new normal” in businesses, our 
schools our communities and our Lodge.  Hopefully this new year will make many strides in that return 
to normalcy…meetings without wearing masks, dinners before Lodge, monthly social and service 
activities and increased travel and visitation with other Lodges.  As we look toward our 125th 
Anniversary as a Lodge on December 9, 2022, I hope we will be able to accomplish much in our own 
personal growth as Masons and in our service to the Herndon Community.  It’s good to honor our past 
and to reach for greater heights as we resolve to grow and serve to the best of our abilities. Happy New 
Masonic Year (almost)! 



November 2021  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 1  
 

Olive Branch 
No. 114 Stated 

2 3 4 5 
2021 Grand 

Lodge of Virginia 
Session  

6 
2021 Grand 

Lodge of Virginia 
Session 

7 8  
 

9 
Ashburn-Sterling 

No 288 Stated 

10 11 
2022 Officer Line 

Practice 
6:30PM 

12  
Freedom No. 118 
Stated 
(Rescheduled) 

13 
 

14 15 
Herndon  

No. 264 Stated 
 

16  
 

17 
 

18 
Hamilton-
Thompson 

No. 37 Stated 

19 20 

21 22 
Called Meeting 

Fellowcraft Lodge 
7PM 

23 24 
 

25  

 

26 27 

28 29 
Called Meeting 

Fellowcraft Lodge 
7PM 

30    Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 
Calendar for 
your device! 

 
 

 
2022 Lodge Dues Notices 

Have Been Sent Out 
 

 
Contact RW Rhey Solomon, PDDGM for Questions 

 
 Mr.Rhey@aol.com or herndonlodge264@gmail.com  

 

November Masonic Birthdays 
 
Daniel Umphrey (1990)              Ademir Karisik (2006) 
Kevin Alexander (1993)                  Ira Dreyfuss (2006) 
Jay Friend (1993)                         Jeffrey Powers (2007) 
Marc Hollander (1999)    Demonthenese Devera (2010) 
Wade Alexander (2001)                Paul Coleman (2013) 
Bojan Sober (2001)           Babak Rahimzadegan (2015) 
Daniel Adams (2004)                          Earl Keith (2015) 
Mauricio Carrasco (2005)     Johnathan Martens (2016) 

Jason Stuber (2018) 

Most Worshipful 
James Winfield Golladay, Jr. 
176th Grand Master of Masons 

 
Grand Lodge of Virginia,  

A.F. & A.M. 
“Masonry a Family Affair” 

2022 
 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 
 

On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 
 
On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 
 
By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 
                             Herndon, VA 20172 
 
Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 
 

 
Right Worshipful  

Bennett James Corrado, Sr.  
 

District Deputy Grand Master 
Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 
 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
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