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From the East 
Brethren, 
 
September was a busy month again for our Lodge.  We had lots of excitement and activity, including a 
Blood Drive, Herndon hosting the Ken Shelton School, and a return to “normal” with a dinner by the 
Order of the Eastern Star at our Stated Meeting and a great program by Brother Dan Hrinko.  I 
purchased a copy of Brother Dan’s books and they are in the Bailey Room Library for your enjoyment 
and education.  Please feel free to check them out of the Library.  
 
At our October meeting will continue to have a dinner before our Stated Meeting with a meal provided 
by the Eastern Star.  Please plan to attend as we’ll honor our Past Masters, and we have a special 
presentation of two 25-year Masonic Veteran Pins to give that night as well:  WB Jim Morgan and 
Brother Chris Pendelton.  So please make every effort to attend the October Meeting, recognize the 
service of the Past Masters to our Lodge, enjoy the company of our Masonic Brotherhood, and listen to 
an Educational Program by LEO RW Mike Pobat on “The Secret of Masonry” and what all brings us 
together as a society of Friends and Brothers, among whom no contentions should ever exist…  
 
 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Stated Meeting.  Stay safe and healthy my Brothers.  
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Wor. LeHew  
  

“The Past Master” 
Reprinting from the MSA Short Talk Bulletins 

January 1931  
 
Fortunate the lodge which has many; poor that body of Masonry in which Past Masters have lost the 
interest with which they once presided in the East! 
 
The honorable station of Past Master is usually honored by the brethren; generally it is considered as 
second in importance only to that of the presiding Master. And he is a wise and good Master who sees 
to it that the brethren of his lodge understand that “Past Master” is no empty title, but carries with it 
certain rights and privileges, certain duties and responsibilities, all 
set forth in the general body of Masonic Law, although differing in 
some respects in different Jurisdictions; certain unwritten attributes 
which become more or less important according to the character and 
abilities of the individual Past Master. 
 
It has been well settled in this country, as it is in England, that a Past 
Master has no inherent, inviolable right of membership in the Grand 
Lodge, such as is possessed by the Master of a lodge. But in many 
American Jurisdictions, by action of the Grand Lodge, Past Masters 
are members of the Grand Lodge (in Nevada, all Master Masons are 
members of the Grand Lodge, but only the three principal officers 
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and one among all the Past Masters of a particular lodge are considered voting members of Grand 
Lodge). In some Jurisdictions they are full voting members; in others they have but a fraction of a 
vote, all the Past Masters of a lodge having one vote between them on any Grand Lodge question to be 
decided by a vote by lodges. Whether full voting members of Grand Lodge, or members with but a 
fraction of a votes, they are such by action of their own Grand Lodge, and not by inherent right. 
 
Before the formation of the Mother Grand Lodge in England in 1717, when General Assemblies of 
Masons were held, Past Masters were as much a part of that body as the members of the Craft. But the 
Old Constitutions of the Mother Grand Lodge did not recognize Past Masters as members of the Grand 
Lodge. Dermott’s “Ahiman Rezon” of 1778, quoting Anderson’s edition of the “Old and New 
Regulations” says: “Past Masters of Warranted Lodges on record are allowed this privilege 
(membership in Grand Lodge) while they continue to be members of any regular lodge.” But his 
previous edition of this same work does not contain this statement, and Preston refers to the Grand 
Lodge, at the laying of the corner stone of Covent Garden Theater, in London, by the Prince of Wales 
as Grand Master, in these words: “The Grand Lodge was opened by Charles March, Esq., attended by 
the Masters and Wardens of all the regular lodges;” he does not mention Past Masters as a part of the 
Grand Lodge. 
 
These Past Masters, or course, have long since gone the way of all flesh; Past Masters who are now 
members of Grand Lodges are made so by the action of those Grand Lodges, and not by any inherent 
right. 
 
But the very fact that a Past Master “May” receive such recognition at the hands of his Grand Lodge, 
which ordinarily would not be given to brethren not Past Masters (except Wardens), must be 
considered as one of the rights and privileges of a Past Master. 
 
Past Masters are said by Mackey to possess the right to preside over their lodges, in the absence of the 
Master, and on the invitation of the Senior Warden, or in his absence, the Junior Warden. 
 
According to the ancient laws of Masonry, which gives a Master very large powers, any Master Mason 
may be called to the Chair by a Master. Here the question is as to who may be called to the Chair by a 
warden, who has congregated the lodge in the absence of the Master. 
 
The great Masonic jurist gives unqualified endorsement to the idea that then only a Warden, or Past 
Master with the consent of the presiding Warden can preside over a lodge, and counts this as among 
the rights of a Past Master. However true this may be in this specific case, the practice and the law in 
many Jurisdictions gives to the Master the right to put any brother in the Chair for the time being, 
remaining, of course, responsible for the acts of his temporary appointee, and for the acts of his lodge 
during such incumbency. 
 
It may be considered a moot question as to just when a Master becomes a Past Master. He is installed 
as Master “until your successor be regularly elected and installed.” From this point of view the Master 
is Master until his successor has been made Master by installation; in other words, the right to install 
his successor is inherent in the office of Master, and not Past Master. Under the law of Masonry, 
however, for this purpose Masters and Past Masters are identical; the Master really becomes a Past 
Master when, after election he “passes the Chair” in an emergent Lodge of Past Masters, or when, as a 
virtual Past Master, made so in a Chapter, he is elected Master of his lodge. In those few American 
Jurisdictions in which the elected Master is not required to receive the Past Master’s Degree, prior to 
installation, a Master does not become a Past Master until his successor is installed. 
 
The right to install his successor is inherent; the privilege of delegating that duty to another is within 
the power of any Worshipful Master (Courtesy would indicate that the desires of the Senior Warden be 
considered for installing officer, as well as the date for the installation). He should not delegate the 
installing power to any brother who has not himself been installed, in order that the succession of the 
Oriental Chair be unbroken, from regularly installed Master to Master-Elect, regularly to be installed. 
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(Continued)  
 

Therefore, in most Jurisdictions, the installation power which is the right of the Master, may be 
considered also a privilege of Past Masters. 
 
A very important right of all Past Masters is that of being elected to the office of Master, without again 
serving as Warden. Perhaps no regulation is more jealously guarded by Grand Lodges than this, which 
dates in print from 1722 (Old Charges), that no Mason may be elected, or installed as Master who has 
not been regularly elected, installed and served as Warden. There are exceptions; when a new lodge is 
constituted, a brother who has not been regularly elected, installed and served as a Warden may be 
elected and installed as Master (In Nevada it is permissible for any Master Mason to be elected and 
installed as Worshipful Master); when no Wardens in a lodge will accept election to the East, a brother 
may be elected from the floor, provided a dispensation is secured from the Grand Master. A Past 
Master may be elected Master of a lodge (whether the lodge over which he once presided or another is 
immaterial) without dispensation. 
 

Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 
“…pay the Craft their 

wages …” 
 

From the West 

September was a month of movement for the Lodge as we continued to initiate new candidates into 
Masonry and settle into a rhythm of attendance at our monthly stated meetings. This will continue into 
the end of the year and we all need to be prepared for a further active year in 2022. We look forward to 
continuing that Masonic journey with everyone.  

The Worshipful Master has highlighted leadership as the focus for October's education program, 
where we will get a fascinating look at past lodge leadership during our October stated. But our focus 
should also drift to applying these lessons in our own lives at home and work. How are you applying the 
lessons of leadership to build a strong foundation for yourself and loved ones? What can you do to 
improve the lives of others through your labor? How can you help, aid, and assist those in your 
community as we approach the Holiday season? I encourage each of you to begin thoughts of ways to 
give back now, allowing for enough time to plan. Always remember, little actions are just as critical as 
large ones. 

Junior Warden 
Frederick Baerenz 

 
“… from Labor to 
Refreshment …” 

 
 

From the South 
 
I have been reflecting on the many ways our Masonic Heritage is manifested to succeeding 

generations.  Each of us has explored Masonry on the internet, most have seen National Treasure, we 
have all enjoyed the special relationship with our catechism coach and many have older relatives who 
preceded us in Masonry.  Each of these sources can enrich our understanding of the Craft and offer 
opportunities for further insights into morality and service as we continue to seek self-improvement. 

 
For me this heritage has been an amazing blessing and a challenge.  While we expect to lose great 

grandparents, grandparents and eventually parents in the natural circle of life, Masonry offers another 
component.  While many have enjoyed special relationships with family members of preceding 
generations, I have been incredibly fortunate to have Masonic Advisors while serving in DeMolay in 
my teens.  These extraordinary men were sometimes five or six decades older than me, and yet we 
forged real relationships of trust and friendship.  The blessing…wonderful relationships.  The 
challenge…real sorrow at the loss. 

 
When I look at Herndon Lodge, we lost an icon earlier this year with the passing of W.O. Harrison.  

He poured wisdom and experience into so many relationships and is sorely missed.  However, I am so 
delighted to have many Past Masters and long-time members still routinely engaged with our current 
members.  Losing a Brother is a reminder that this life is uncertain, and we should live every day to the 
fullest.  We can’t take for granted any day after today and should make the most of exploring our 
Masonic Heritage in the person of our Brothers. 

 



October 2021  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 
Calendar for 
your device! 

 
 

   1 
Freedom No. 118 

Stated 

2 

3 4  
Olive Branch 

No. 114 Stated 

5 
 

6 7 
 

8 9 
 

10 11 
Indigenous 

Peoples' Day 
(Columbus Day) 

12  
Ashburn-Sterling 

No 288 Stated 

13 
 

14 
 

15 16 
 

ASR Reunion 

17 18  
Herndon  

No. 264 Stated 
 

19 20 
 

21  
Hamilton-
Thompson 

No. 37 Stated 

22 23 
 
ASR Reunion 

24 25 26 27 
 
 

28 29 30 

31 
 
Halloween  

      

 
 

October Masonic Birthdays 
George Smith (1958)                                   Kevin Bryan (2010) 
Gerald Brunkhart (1970)                          Alfred Aquino (2010) 
Arlan van Doorn (1976)                      Howard Snowdon (2011) 
Samuel  Elza (1977)                            Bradley Schwartz (2013) 
Michael Pobat (1990)                          Emir Arslanagic (2016) 
William Munson (1994)                        Joshua Pelling (2016) 
Gerardo Escano (1995)                Kaushekkumar Sheth (2020) 
Ferdinand Escano (1995)           Raymond Hamrick Jr. (2020) 
Richard Domingo (2004)                       Berk Ekmekci (2020) 
Robert Worthington (2004)                Andrew Cohilas (2020) 
David Harrison (2005)                            Matthew Lang (2020) 
James Simpson Jr. (2005)                     Jason Cespedes (2020) 
Todd Brooks (2008)                     William Duggleby III (2020) 

Anthony von Gersdorff (2020) 

 
 

Most Worshipful 
Douglas Vernon Jones 

 
175th Grand Master of Masons  

 
Grand Lodge 

of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 
 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 
On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 
 
On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 
 
By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 
                             Herndon, VA 20172 
 
Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

Right Worshipful  
J. David King 

District Deputy Grand Master 
 

Second Masonic Distict of 
Virginia 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com  
http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/
http://herndonlodge264.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Herndon-Lodge-No-264-101582508316504/?view_public_for=101582508316504
mailto:herndonlodge264@gmail.com
mailto:brotherkingd2@outlook.com
http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/
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