
 

Herndon Lodge No. 264 
“Masonic Education”  

 

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Virginia 
 

Stated Communication – August 16, 2021 
Dinner at 6:30 PM, Lodge at 7:30 PM 

 

AUGUST 2021 VOLUME 2021, NUMBER 08 

2021 Officers 

 

Worshipful Master 

Eric LeHew  

22855 Lacey Oak Ter 

Sterling, VA  20166 
 

Senior Warden 

Matthew Vepraskas 
 

Junior Warden 

Frederick Baerenz 
 

Treasurer 

Gregory DeRosa 
 

Secretary 

Rhey Solomon, 

PDDGM 
 

Senior Deacon 

Matthew Hamill  
 

Junior Deacon 

Michael Campion 
 

Senior Steward 

James Pocalyko 
 

Junior Steward 

Anthony 

Vongersdorff 
 

Chaplain 

Brett Massar 
 

Marshal 

David Harrison 
 

Tiler 

Robert Martin 
 

LIW 

James Morgan, PM 
 

LEO 

Michael Pobat, 

PDDGM 
 

 

 

 

 

From the East 

Brethren, 

 

I hope this letter reaches you well as we begin our slow slide towards the end of summer.  Honestly as 

I write this, I refuse to call it “August 1” but rather “July 32nd” because for a teacher the start of August 

means the inevitable “back to school” season.  I look forward to being back with my students, but 

don’t want to acknowledge that fact just yet!  So hopefully this month we can continue to see some 

“summer fun” at Herndon Lodge. 

 

First, I want to notify the Membership that the August Stated will 

be “Hawaiian Shirt” Night.  Come dressed to impress, lose the ties 

and jackets with the summer heat, and win an award for the best 

Hawaiian Shirt!  Haven’t been to Lodge in a while, come on out and 

have some fun, (but leave the grass skirt at home!) as we share 

programing about “Music and Masonry” from Brother Rob Martin 

and RW Michael Pobat will present an Education Program on 

(Brother) Musician John Phillip Sousa.  After we’ll continue to enjoy 

light refreshments and each other’s company in the Social Hall.  Need 

a ride to Lodge, let me know and we’ll arrange it!  Keeping in the spirit of coconuts, palm trees and a 

cool ocean breeze, this month’s education article is about Masonry in Hawaii.  

 

Three Items I want to call to your attention for the immediate future: 

 

1. Family Movie Night:  Location TBD, Saturday August 21, 2021 

*Working on a Private Theater or a Drive-In Option.  Details to follow* 

 

2. September 11, 2021 – Grand Master’s Visit to District 2 and 3 Picnic, 1:00PM, Middletown, VA.   

*RSVP to the WM before August 28th for a headcount* 

 

3. September Stated Program – “The Masonic Lodge of the 21st Century” Presented by Dan Hrinko  

*Open Program for All EAs, FCs, and MMs, and Visitors*  

 

I met Brother Hrinko last year at a Colonial Craft Fair at Mount Vernon, and after striking up a 

conversation with him, he agreed to do a program for us, and as it happens will be back in DC for the 

same Craft Fair the weekend before our September Stated Meeting.  His program will be open to 

anyone, and we’ll hold it in the Social Hall before the meeting.  Announcements of the schedule that 

night and a flyer to circulate to the District and other Lodges who wish to participate in this program 

will be available soon. 

 

I hope everyone stays safe and healthy, and I look forward to seeing you in Lodge his month. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Wor. Eric LeHew      
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Masonic Tourist: Celebrating the Masonic Legacy of Hawaii’s Last King 

By Mark Zane Mauikanehoalani Lovell, 32° 

Reprinting from the Scottish Right Blog 

 

Amid the fading daylight of a March evening in Honolulu, on the sacred land of an area the Ancient 

Hawaiians once referred to as Pohukaina, a unique and auspicious 

procession somberly and reverently made its way across the grounds to 

the lower galleries of Hawaii’s most audacious and recognizable Royal 

residence—‘Iolani Palace. Ceremonially ushered by members of the 

Royal Order of Kamehameha the Great in accordance with protocols 

afforded to the high chiefs of old, esteemed representatives of Hawaii’s 

Grand Lodge, and Hawaii’s three oldest lodges—Lodge Le Progres de 

L’Oceanie, Hawaiian Lodge, and Honolulu Lodge—joined Hawaiian 

cultural practitioners, members of the University of Hawaii, and the 

Palace’s curatorial staff to browse a newly-created public exhibit 

highlighting the Masonic activity of King David Kalakaua, P.M., 33° 

 

David Laʻamea Kamanakapuʻu Mahinulani Nalaiaehuokalani Lumialani Kalākaua reigned over the 

Hawaiian kingdom from 1874 till his death in 1883. He was the last of Hawaii’s kings, and was 

affectionately referred to as the “Merrie Monarch,” in light of his magnanimous personality, his good 

humor, and his love of culture and finery. 

 

Hawaiian culture experienced its first resurgence under the Kalakaua Dynasty. Hula, surfing, and 

lua—the ancient Hawaiian martial art—were revived and rejuvenated after having been outlawed for 

several decades. Arguably, Hawaii experienced its most politically aggressive move towards 

international cosmopolitanism under Kalakaua’s influence, because the King’s ambitions were not 

relegated exclusively to the islands themselves. In 1881, Kalakaua left Hawaii to tour the world, in an 

effort to improve Hawaii’s foreign relations and to expand its economic influence. He became the first 

Hawaiian Monarch to successfully travel the globe, visiting heads of state in Japan, China, Siam, 

Burma, India, Europe, Great Britain, and Ireland along the way. He became the first Hawaiian to gain 

audience with Pope Leo XIII, he dined with Queen Victoria, and he discussed trade policy with 

President Chester A. Arthur. 

 

While on his travels, Kalakaua grew fond of the royal residences in Europe and the United Kingdom. 

He began to envisage a Hawaiian Palace of equal prestige and grandeur. Progressively, the King 

acquired furniture and art from Europe, and commissioned the construction of ‘Iolani Palace for a 

then-unprecedented sum which exceeded $340,000. The result was a unique and distinct architecture 

known as American Florentine, which incorporated American, European, and Hawaiian design 

flourishes. 

 

King David Kalakaua was also a Brother Mason who rose among the ranks of his Lodge’s 

administration at the same time he came into political prominence. Master of Lodge Le Progres de 

l’Oceanie in 1876, Kalakaua retains the extraordinary distinction of being one of the few Monarchs in 

history, outside of Europe, to preside over a sovereign country and a Masonic Lodge simultaneously. 

A Mason of unequaled passion, he was among the first 33° Masons in the Orient of Hawaii, but also 

actively delved into the mysteries of the York Rite and the Shrine. As well, his Masonic activities were 

no secret to those who kept company with him. Not only was the newly-completed Palace’s first 

formal dinner a Masonic event, but also portions of the Palace’s attic was converted into a Lodge 

meeting space and an impromptu Masonic Temple. 

 

Creating an exhibit which prominently features the Masonic lifestyle of King Kalakaua was the result 

of a unique collaboration between Lodge Le Progres de l’Oceanie’s Archival & Conservation 

Committee and the curatorial staff of ‘Iolani Palace. By inviting members of Hawaii’s cultural, 

academic, and social communities to its opening reception and in virtue of its prominent place among 

all of the other galleries at the Palace, the display represents an important first step towards publicly 
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sharing the topic of Freemasonry in a way that is culturally relevant to the people of Hawaii. Though 

Masonic artifacts of Hawaiian Kings and Chiefs have been included in prior temporary public displays 

(not only at the ‘Iolani Palace galleries, but as well at Honolulu’s Bishop Museum), never before has 

so much time, resources, or attention been devoted to educating the community at large about 

Hawaii’s colorful Masonic history by any independent research institution. 

 

Included in the installation are the ceremonial trowels, 

level, plumb, and square, which in 1879 commemorated 

the laying of the Palace’s cornerstone. These delicate 

instruments rest adjacent to the King’s Past Master’s 

Jewel, and the Past Master’s Jewel of his trusted advisor 

John Dominis. The King’s Master Mason ring, ornate with 

precious stones, sits accompanied by his Templar sword, 

and his York Rite watch fob—all tarnished with age, but 

rich with significance. A Lodge roster which includes 

Kalakaua’s name, as well as that of Kamehameha IV, 

hangs near a photocopy of the King’s original application 

for membership. And, most prominently, a photograph of 

Kalakaua himself, proudly posing in full 33° regalia, 

watches over the exhibit in silent dignity. 

 

Masons in Hawaii are the beneficiaries of a remarkable inheritance. They are stewards of a long and 

rich heritage—a heritage that does not merely extend to Masonic ritual and ceremony, but also to a 

unique cultural, ethnic, and historical pedigree. Though it may not be widely known, it is a fact that 

Freemasonry and Freemasons are interwoven into Hawaii’s identity as a State, and as a once-great 

sovereign nation. The earliest lodge in the islands was formed in 1843. However, brother Masons 

made frequent arrival to Hawaii as merchants, tradesmen, sailors, and missionaries, perhaps as early as 

the 1820s. From the mid-nineteenth century and onward, the appeal of the Craft soon caught the 

attention of the Royal House of Kamehameha. And, from the time of Kamehameha III, Freemasonry 

became a tradition among the Hawaiian Aristocracy. From the early-1800s until the abolishment of the 

monarchy in 1893, practically every Hawaiian monarch and statesman, as well as their closest 

advisors, was either a Freemason, or had a direct Masonic association. Shortly after the overthrow of 

the Hawaiian Kingdom, the establishment of a Hawaiian Republic was, as well, ushered in with the 

help of brother Masons. 

 

Hawaii is steeped in Masonry. Whether they were native Hawaiians, or the sons of missionaries, 

settlers, and immigrants, Masons in Hawaii were men of principle, men of prominence, and men of 

passion. Like all brothers before them or since, they accumulated moral strength and purpose by 

obligating themselves to the mysteries of the Craft. 

 

More than any mere historical exposition, the ‘Iolani Palace’s Masonic exhibit reaffirms the substantial 

link between Hawaiian culture, Hawaiian history, and Freemasonry. This link, until recently, had 

languished into relative obscurity. The opportunity to not merely reveal but revitalize the strong 

connection between Hawaiian history and Freemasonry has encouraged a new appreciation among the 

brethren across the state of Hawaii. 

 

King David Kalakaua was a patriot, an icon, a brother, and an exemplar worthy of emulation. In large 

part, it was not his status as a monarch, but the quality of his intentions and his sincere love of his 

people and his country that elevated his reputation to the status and esteem with which he is regarded 

today. Such reflects the caliber of not just a good Mason, but a good man. King David Kalakaua was a 

man who lived his life in accordance to the guidance of his conscience and the precepts of the Craft 

and in so doing helped to define and to solidify the heritage of Hawaii and its people. 

 

"[T]he working tools of a mason" 
presented to Kalākaua by the 

Freemasons on December 31, 1879 
on display in the palace basement 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Program 

Speaker  

Highlight 

Brother Daniel D. Hrinko was initiated in January 1977, passed in March 

1977, and raised April 1977 in Clark Lodge No. 101 Springfield, Ohio, 

Grand Lodge of Ohio. He served as Worshipful Master of Clark Lodge 

No. 101 in 1982-1983, and again in 2004-2005.  He was the Worshipful 

Master of, Arts & Sciences Lodge Under Dispensation in 2009-2010, and 

served as Charter Master of the same lodge in 2010-2011.  He has served 

on the Grand Lodge of Ohio Committee on Education and Information 

from 2007-2014 and served as a District Education Officer in 2013 and 

2014, and as a District Deputy Grand Master during 2015, 2016, and 2017. 

 

Brother Hrinko has penned The Craft Driven Lodge, a book reflecting on 

the process used during the formation of Arts & Sciences Lodge as it grew from the Goose and 

Gridiron Social Club to become the thriving Lodge it is today. “The Craft Driven Lodge” provides 

principles and examples about how Freemasonry can be practiced with the primary emphasis being 

on education through discussion as men of integrity are trained in the Royal Arts of Speculative 

Freemasonry.  He has also penned The Purple of the Fraternity, a handbook for District Deputy Grand 

Masters, Grand & Lodge Officers. 

 

Among many hobbies, Brother Hrinko has a love for photography and personally took the 21 

beautiful color photographs included in his book.  He received his Doctor of Professional Psychology 

from Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio and is a Psychologist in private practice specializing 

in psychological evaluations for the courts. Brother Hrinko lives in Springfield, Ohio with his wife 

Lisa. He has two children and enjoys spending time with his grandchildren. 

 

Senior Warden 

Matthew Vepraskas 

 

“…pay the Craft their 

wages …” 

From the West 
We have kept up a steady cadence of community work that shows our commitment to charity. This 

month, thanks to Brian Coleman, we held another successful Blood Drive at the Lodge, helping 

the Red Cross during the current shortage by collecting 27 units of blood and hitting our Lodge 

goal. All are encouraged to donate if able; our next blood drive will be September 24, 2021. 
 

A special thanks to Brother David Harrison for his work on building maintenance and fixing our Air 

Conditioning unit during this hot summer wave. Brethren are reminded to please ensure the units 

are turned down before leaving the building to minimize wear and tear.  

 

Lastly, as we've been noting in these pages, Herndon is again seeing a steady stream of new 

candidates petitioning for membership and the degree casts have done a tremendous job making the 

experience a valuable one. Thanks to everyone who has taken part and supported these candidates. 

Please consider attending a future degree or serving as a catechism coach if able. 

 

Junior Warden 

Frederick Baerenz 

 
“… from Labor to 

Refreshment …” 

From the South 
 

Herndon Lodge and the Order of the Eastern Start are 

working on a trip to Pennsylvania for some time mid-

November to the “Sight and Sound Theater” in Lancaster, 

PA to see a production of Queen Esther, one of the central 

figures in the OES Ritual.  We hope to coordinate a bus 

trip from the Lodge if possible.  Be sure to look for details 

coming soon.   

 

Be sure to RSVP to Worshipful Eric your intentions for 

the Grand Master’s visit in September.  This is open to all 

Masons, family, and friends as it is a “Bring a Friend 

Event” by the Grand Master.  We hope to see you there!  



August 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

1 

 

2 

Olive Branch  

No. 114 Stated 

3 

 

4 

Faquier 

RAC 

5 6 

Freedom No. 118 

Stated 

7 

8 9 10 

Ashburn-Sterling 

No 288 Stated 

11 12 

 

13 

Alexandria 

Scottish Rite 

14 

 

15 16 

Herndon  

No. 264 Stated 

 

17 18 

 

19 

Hamilton-

Thompson 

No. 37 Stated 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 

District School 

7:00PM 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 31   Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 
Calendar for 
your device! 

 

 
 

August Masonic Birthdays 

 

Paul St Clair (1967)                         Kenneth Sharp (2004) 

James (Leroy) Jackson (1968)  Michael Dreyfuss (2005) 

John Lockhart (1975)           Varun Panchapakesan (2005) 

Frederick Baerenz (1983)         Anthony Broersma (2005) 

William Spence Jr. (1993)              Richard Wilson (2006) 

Jay Patterson (1999)                 Benjamin Hobgood (2007) 

Chaz Holland III (1999)              Albert Diplacidi (2007) 

Charles Boward (2000)                Anthony Santino (2010) 

Donald Gauger  (2002)                    Jeffrey Spurrier (2018) 

Chad Nicolai (2002)                             Peter Vallee (2018) 

Tommy Whitlock (2003)               Gregory Derosa (2018) 

John Moring III (2003)                    Duncan Arthur (2018) 

Matthew Hamill (2018) 

 

 

 

Most Worshipful 

Douglas Vernon Jones 

 

175th Grand Master of Masons  

 

Grand Lodge 

of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 

 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 

 

On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 

 

On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 

 

By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 

                             Herndon, VA 20172 

 

Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

 

Right Worshipful  

J. David King 

District Deputy Grand Master 

 

Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 

 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com  

 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
 

 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/
http://herndonlodge264.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Herndon-Lodge-No-264-101582508316504/?view_public_for=101582508316504
mailto:herndonlodge264@gmail.com
mailto:brotherkingd2@outlook.com
http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/

