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From the East 
 

Brethren, 
 
Last month I did a hard copy of the April Trestleboard.  I hope 
you all received it.  I wanted to mix up the digital world we’ve 
been engaged in for so long with a little tangible connection to 
the Lodge. Please let the Secretary or I know if you didn’t receive 
it; we may need to update our mailing records for you.  
 
It was great to see so many people safely at our April Stated 
Meeting.  We had a great program from NPS Ranger Kellen 
Allen on the Battles of Lexington and Concord.  About 20 
Brothers and Officers attended in person and several more online 
which was great!  And we had a follow-up from Brother Matt Lang who presented our LEO program on 
Brother Paul Revere. Even I learned something new from both programs; I hope you did too. 

 
Special thanks to our Stewarts who arranged prepackaged snacks for our April Stated.  Many Brethren 
stayed for a time after the meeting to socialize with those who they haven’t seen in 14 months of 
quarantine and Lockdown.  As our Junior Warden comments in his “from the South” section, it truly is 
good to dwell with Brothers!  We’ll do this again in May.  I hope we can return to our normal meals and 
enjoy friends and fellowship for our June Stated meeting.  
 
This month our Education theme is “Masonic Mystery” and discussions of the conspiracies surrounding 
the Craft.  Junior Deacon Michael Campion will be presenting a paper on Masonic Conspiracies and 
LEO Pobat is presenting on Brother Harry Houdini.  What perpetrated this month’s theme?  Well come 
to our Stated Lodge Meeting and find out!  Our Education Article this month is on the concept of secrecy 
within the Lodge, in keeping with our theme.  It is a little long, but worth the read. Remember, we are 
not a secret society, but rather a society with secrets.  Guard well the tenants of our order but be 
welcoming to those newly approaching the West Gate.  

 
As we see a return to normalcy, our Lodge schedule is proving that Herndon is thriving and doing what 
a lodge should be doing – degree work, charitable actions, and fellowship and friendship.  May we’ll 
see a called meeting for one, possible up to 3 EAs, with many potential petitions on the way.  Voting on 
membership and some Lodge business, coupled with the indoor limits by the Governor raised to 100 
people we should be able to return to a normal meeting without reservations for seats.  Remember to 
maintain social distance and wear a mask in the Lodge.  I am going to suspend the “virtual” meetings 
we’ve been having before/after our Stated Meetings and will instead hold a “social” virtual gathering on 
a different date than the stated meeting.  Look for an email with this link later in the month. Slowly, 
Virginia, and Masonry is crawling out of the pandemic and there is a beauty and light at the end of the 
tunnel!   
 
Stay safe and health and I hope to see you sometime in Lodge soon. 

 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Wor. LeHew  
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“Secrecy” 
Reprinted from the MSA Short Talk Bulletins 

 

An old Greek philosopher, when asked what he regarded as the most valuable quality to win and the 
most difficult to keep, he replied: "To be Secret and Silent." If secrecy was difficult in the olden times, 
it is doubly difficult today, in the loud and noisy world in which we live, where privacy is almost 
unknown. 
 
Secrecy is, indeed, a priceless but rare virtue, so little effort is made to teach and practice it. The world 
of today is a whispering gallery where everything is heard, a hall of mirrors where nothing is hid. If the 
ancient worshipped a God of silence, we seem about to set up an Altar to the God of Gossip. 
 
Some one has said that if Masonry did no more than train its men to preserve sacredly the secrets of 
others confided to them as such - except where a higher duty demands disclosure - it would be doing a 
great work, and one which not only justifies its existence, but entitles it to the respect of mankind. 
 
Anyway, no Mason needs to be told the value of secrecy. 
 
Without it, Masonry would cease to exist, or else become something so different from what it is as to be 
unrecognizable. For that reason, if no other, the very first lesson taught a candidate, and impressed upon 
him at every turn in unforgettable ways, is the duty of secrecy. Yet, strictly speaking, Masonry is not a 
secret society, if by that we mean a society whose very existence is hidden. Everybody knows that the 
Masonic Fraternity exists, and no effort is made to hide that fact. Its organization is known; its Temples 
stand in our cities; its members are proud to be know as Masons. Anyone may obtain from the records 
of a Grand Lodge, if not from the printed reports of Lodges, the names of the members of the Craft. Nor 
can it be said that Masonry has any secret truth to teach, unknown to the best wisdom of the race. Most 
of the talk about esoteric Masonry misses the mark. When the story is told the only secret turns out to 
be some odd theory, some fanciful philosophy, of no real importance. The wisdom of Masonry is hidden, 
not because it is subtle, but because it is simple. Its secret is profound, not obscure. 
 
As in mathematics, there are primary figures, and in music fundamental notes, upon which everything 
rests, so Masonry is built upon the broad, deep, lofty truths upon which life itself stands. It lives, moves, 
and has its being in those truths. They are mysteries, indeed, as life and duty and death are mysteries; to 
know them is to be truly wise; and to teach them in their full import is the ideal at which Masonry aims. 
 
 Masonry, then, is not a secret society; it is a private order. In the quiet of the tiled lodge, shut away from 
the noise and clatter of the world, in an air of reverence and friendship, it teaches us the truths that make 
us men, upon which faith and character must rest if they are to endure the wind and weather of life. So 
rare is its utter simplicity that to many it is as much a secret as though it were hid behind a seven-fold 
veil, or buried in the depths of the earth.  
 

What is the secret in Masonry? The "Method" of its teaching, the 
atmosphere it creates, the spirit it breaths into our hearts, and the tie it spins 
and weaves between men; in other words, the lodge and its ceremonies and 
obligations, its signs. tokens and words - its power to evoke what is most 
secret and hidden in the hearts of men. No one can explain how this is done. 
We only know that it is done, and guard as a priceless treasure the method 
by which it is wrought. It is the fashion of some to say that our ceremonies, 
signs and tokens are of little value; but it is not true. They are of profound 
importance, and we cannot be too careful in protecting them from 

profanation and abuse. The famous eulogy of the signs and tokens of Masonry by Benjamin Franklin 
was not idle eloquence. It is justified by the facts, and ought to be known and remembered: 
 
"These signs and tokens are of no small value; they speak a universal language, and act as a password 
to the attention and support of the initiated in all parts of the world. They cannot be lost so long as 
memory retains its power. Let the possessor of them be expatriated, ship-wrecked or imprisoned; let him 
be stripped of everything he has in the world; still these credentials remain and are available for use as 
circumstances require.  
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"The great effects which they have produced are established by the most incontestable facts of history. 
They have stayed the uplifted hand of the Destroyer; they have softened the aspirates of the tyrant; they 
have mitigated the horrors of captivity; they have subdued the rancor of malevolence; and broken down 
the barriers of political animosity and sectarian alienation. 
 
"On the field of battle, in the solitude of the uncultivated forests, or in the busy haunts of the crowded 
city, they have made men of the most hostile feelings, and most distant religions, and the most diversified 
conditions, rush to the aid of each other, and feel a social joy and satisfaction that they have been able 
to afford relief to a brother Mason." 
 
What is equally true, and no less valuable, is that in the ordinary walks of everyday life they unite men 
and hold them together in a manner unique and holy. They open a door out of the loneliness in which 
every man lives. They form a tie uniting us to help one another, and others, in ways too many to name 
or count. They form a network of fellowship, friendship, and fraternity around the world. They add 
something lovely and fine to the life of each of us, without which we should be poorer indeed. 
 
Still let us never forget that it is the spirit that gives life; the letter alone is empty. An old home means a 
thousand beautiful things to those who were brought up in it. Its very scenery and setting are sacred. The 
ground on which it stands is holy. But if a stranger buys it, these sacred things mean nothing to him. The 
spirit is gone, the glory has faded. Just so with the lodge. If it were opened to the curious gaze of the 
world, its beauty would be blighted, its power gone. 
 
The secret of Masonry, like the secret of life, can be known only by those who seek it, serve it and live 
it. It cannot be uttered; it can only be felt and acted. It is, in fact, an open secret, and each man knows it 
according to his quest and capacity. Like all the things most worth knowing, no one can know it for 
another and no one can know it alone. It is known only in fellowship, by the touch of life upon life, spirit 
upon spirit, knee to knee, breast to breast and hand to hand.  
 
For that reason, no one need be alarmed about any book written to expose Masonry. It is utterly harmless. 
The real secret of Masonry cannot be learned by prying eyes or curious inquiry. We do well to protect 
the privacy of the lodge; but the secret of Masonry can be known only by those who are ready and worthy 
to receive it. Only a pure heart and an honest mind can know it, though they be adepts in all signs and 
tokens of every rite of the Craft. 
 
Indeed, so far from trying to hide its secret, Masonry is all the time trying to give it to the world, in the 
only way in which it can be given, through a certain quality of soul and character which it labors to 
create and build up. To the making of men, helping self- discovery and self-development, all the offices 
of Masonry are dedicated. It is a quarry in which the rough stones of manhood are polished for use and 
beauty.  
 
If Masonry uses the illusion of secrecy, it is because it knows that it is the nature of man to seek what is 
hidden and to desire what is forbidden. Even God hides from us, that in seeking Him amid the shadows 
of life we may find both Him and ourselves. The man who does not care enough for God to seek Him 
will never find Him, though He is not far away from any one of us. 
 
One who looks at Masonry in this way will find that his Masonic life is a great adventure. It is a perpetual 
discovery. There is something new at every turn, something new in himself as life deepens with the 
years; something new in Masonry as its meaning unfolds. The man who finds its degrees tedious and its 
Ritual a rigmarole only betrays the measure of his own mind. 
 
If a man knows God and man to the uttermost, even Masonry has nothing to teach him. As a fact the 
wisest man knows very little. The way is dim and no one can see very far. We are seekers after truth, 
and God has so made us that we cannot find the truths alone, but only in the love and service of our 
fellow men. Here is the real secret, and to learn it is to have the key to the meaning and joy of life. 
 
Truth is not a gift; it is a trophy. To know it we must be true, to find it we must seek, to learn it we must 
be humble; and to keep it we must have a clear mind, a courageous heart, and the brotherly love to use 
it in the service of man. 



 

 

 

Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 
 

“…pay the Craft their 
wages …” 

From the West 
 

The Officers want to extend a special welcome and congratulations to our newest Entered Apprentice, 
Michael Bradford, who was initiated at the end of April. The Lodge is excited to have you and greatly 
looks forward to our journey together. We also thank the Brethren who attended and participated in the 
Degree which helped to make it impactful for everyone involved. As a reminder, we have several 
candidates progressing through their Masonic journey and supporting their education is a great way to 
re-engage with the Craft. If you are interested in mentoring one of our candidates, please speak with 
Wor Jim Morgan, the Lodge Instructor of Work. 
 
We also had another successful Food Drive in 
April, thanks to the efforts of Brother Brett 
Massar, WB Jim Morgan, Brother Anthony 
Vongersdorff, and RW Phil Brooks. Even JoJo 
helped out a little. Key to the success was the 
active participation of our partnering 
organizations, including Eastern Star and 
DeMolay, who provided the largest amount of 
donations. The Worshipful Master would like to 
continue these Drives quarterly and we 
encourage the Brethren to take an active role in 
charities across the community.  The next one 
will be in July.  
 
As our Lodge continues to open further throughout the year, under the guidance of the Grand Master, 
Governor, and appropriate safeguards, we look forward to seeing more Brethren at meetings and other 
functions. 
 

 

Junior Warden 
Frederick Baerenz 

 

 
 

“… from Labor to 
Refreshment …” 

From the South 
 

 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity”.  I have been 
reflecting on this verse from the 133rd Psalm frequently over the last few weeks for several reasons: 
 

1.  It has been great to continue working with DIW RW Phil Brooks.  He is doing a terrific job 
preparing the next wave of Wardens to serve as Worshipful Masters in the future and to enable 
them to conduct meetings that are well run and exemplify the greatness of our fraternity. 

2. It has been wonderful to see LIW Jim Morgan working with our officers to do outstanding 
work in Herndon Lodge.  For the first time in half a decade, we don’t have a Past Master filling 
a gap in our leadership line, and it is good to see our new officers exercising their 
responsibilities so diligently and enthusiastically. 

3. We have already welcomed our first Entered Apprentice of 2021 and are preparing for at least 
three more.  A called meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 19 at 7:00PM.  
 

Why is this verse so important to our Fraternity?  David wrote this Psalm as he was assembling the 
materials and craftsmen to enable his son Solomon to build the Temple.  It is also one of the first 

exhortations a new EA hears in joining our Lodge.  Mostly I have 
loved thinking about this verse as I see our local and national 
community begin to emerge from the pandemic.  Our Governor 
and Grand Master have wisely restricted our activities to ensure 
safety.  As our vaccination numbers go up and infection rates go 
down, we are awakening from a “long winter” and are again able 
to engage with in person activities.  Although virtual meetings 
were better than nothing, they don’t compare to meeting our 
brothers in person.   

 

We have comforted each other through the loss of RW Harrison, celebrated welcoming new brothers 
to our fraternity, and just enjoyed the wonderful fellowship of each other’s company over meals, 
working blood and food drives. Truly, it is “good and pleasant” to spend time in person again! 
 

 



May 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 
Calendar for 
your device! 

 
 

    
 

 

2 2 
Olive Branch  

No. 114 Stated 

4  
 

5 6 7  
Freedom  

No. 118 Stated 

8 

9 10 
 
 

11 
Ashburn-Sterling 

No 288 Stated 

12 13 
 

14 15 
 

16 17 
Herndon  

No. 264 Stated 
 

18 19 
Called Meeting – 
Herndon No. 264 

EA Degree 

20 
Hamilton-
Thompson 

No. 37 Stated 

21 22 

23 24 24 26 
District School 

27 28 29 

30 31 
 

Memorial Day 

     

 
 

May Masonic Birthdays 
 
Lawrence Malkin (1957)               Bennett Corrado (2009) 
James Bartley (1976)                    Barron Bradford (2012) 
Gerald Jenkins (1990)                 Leonard Bethards (2014) 
Harold Selby (1992)                     Reginald Briscoe (2015) 
Generoso Calonge (1994)            Joseph Costantini (2016) 
Ryan Coutant (2003)                             Evin Grano (2018) 
Jacob Yates (2006)                               Brad Morell (2018) 

 
Most Worshipful 

Douglas Vernon Jones 
 

175th Grand Master of Masons  
 

Grand Lodge 
of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 

 
https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 
 

On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 
 
On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 

 
By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 
                             Herndon, VA 20172 
 
Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

 
Right Worshipful  

J. David King 
District Deputy Grand Master 

 
Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 
 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com  
 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
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