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From the East 
Brethren, 

 

Spring has finally spring at Herndon Lodge.  As I write this, the daffodils are just starting to poke out 

of the ground, and the Dogwood trees in front of the Lodge are starting to bud and will soon burst forth 

with color.  It is good reminder of the “fresh” start that Spring normally means.  Our Senior Warden 

has some thoughts on that matter in his “From the West” section you might want to check out. 

 

This month’s program, (and monthly theme) is one I’ve been super excited about since I first started 

planning my year in the East.  I noticed that our April Stated fell on the significant date of the first 

battle of the American Revolution; the Battles of Lexington and Concord.  I have 

several friends and acquaintances in my National Park Service Career who have 

worked at “Minuteman National Historical Park,” and felt this would be an 

excellent opportunity for a program!  A good NPS friend of mine, Ranger Kellen 

Allen will be joining us for the Virtual Program and speak about the events of 

that famous day.  I also understand LEO Pobat will be adding some Masonic 

connections with a short talk on Paul Revere.  Keeping with the theme of the 

American Revolution, my Education Article is published from the Scottish Rite 

Journal this month about an unsung hero of the Revolution who helped to 

financially support the American cause.  I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did.  

 

The Governor has lifted the indoor gatherings to 50 people, and we are waiting for guidance from the 

Grand Master as of this printing, so hopefully we can start to gather members at our April Stated 

meeting again following COVID Protocols.  More details to follow soon I’m sure.  Until then, please 

make every effort to attend the April Virtual Program.  This is one that won’t come by too often!  

Details on joining will be sent out closer to our April Stated.  Until then, be healthy and safe.  
 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

     Wor. LeHew  
 

Lost Hero: The Mason Who Backed the Revolution 

By Walter J. Klein, 33°  

 

There is not a word about him in Mackey’s or Coil’s Masonic encyclopedias. No lodges are named 

after him. And yet he has been a Masonic and national hero since the earliest days of America’s 

revolutionary movement. No one has ever doubted his heroic contributions to the Revolution. But the 

Masonic fraternity has, for 235 years, somehow missed honoring him as the brave financier of the 

Revolution while he was affiliated with Maryland Lodge No. 2, Ancient York Rite. Who is this Mason 

who served his nation in its most fragile and endangered years? Brother Haym Salomon. 
 

Born in Lissa, Poland, in 1740 and of Portuguese descent, he left his homeland after its partition in 

1772. Salomon’s family was highly respected with many learned people. He enjoyed the friendship of 

Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko and Gen. Casimir Pulaski, two other Polish-born American patriots. He 

settled in New York where he met and married Rachel Franks, daughter of Moses B. Franks of London 
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whose brother Jacob Franks was a lieutenant colonel on General Washington’s staff. Rachel was the 

sister of Colonel Isaac Franks, judge of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Moses and Jacob Franks were 

sons of Adam Franks of Germany, a friend of King George of Hanover, who loaned that monarch the 

most valuable jewels in his coronation crown. Jacob Franks was the British king’s sole agent for the 

Northern Colonies at New York and his son David was the king’s agent for Pennsylvania. One would 

think that with such comfort and security in the new world Hyam Salomon would swear allegiance to 

the British crown. He did not. 

 

Salomon bravely joined the American cause, a decision which led to his financial destruction. He was 

arrested and imprisoned as a spy soon after the occupation of New York by 

the British in 1776. Salomon was closely confined for a long period of time 

in the prison known as Provost which stood on the spot later occupied by the 

New York Hall of Records in City Hall Park. There Salomon and his fellow 

prisoners laid down every night to sleep, their bones aching on hard oak 

planks instead of a bed. They were so tightly wedged as a solid mass of bodies 

that they could turn right or left only on command. Salomon knew English, 

Polish, German, Russian, Spanish, and Italian. Hessian General Leopold 

Philip von Heister heard of that and appointed him to the commissariat 

department of the British forces. There he rendered much service to American 

and French prisoners and helped many to escape. He created dissention 

among the Hessian officers, prompting several to resign from the service. 

 

In 1778 Salomon was taken by British General Sir Henry Clinton on charges that he had received orders 

from General Washington to burn fleets and destroy warehouses, “which he had attempted to execute 

to their great damage and injury.” He was then put back in prison, tortured, and condemned to hang.  

But on August 11, [1778] he bribed his jailer and escaped to Philadelphia, possibly with the help of his 

close friend General Alexander McDougall, commander of the American army of New York. Two 

weeks later he petitioned the Continental Congress to permit him to work for the cause. Congress did 

not accept Salomon’s offer, but it turned out that rejection worked to the benefit of the young republic 

and to Salomon as well. He established himself in business, becoming one of the greatest financiers of 

his adopted city. He was entrusted with the negotiation of all the war subsidies of France and Holland 

solely on his personal integrity. Several European financial houses trusted and did business through 

him. When Robert Morris became America’s superintendent of finance, he had 75 transactions with 

Salomon between August 1781 and April 1784. 

 

In his 1911 book, Haym Salomon, The Financier of the Revolution, the Reverend Madison C. Peters 

wrote, “Salomon’s matchless enterprise, eminent respectability, remarkable intelligence, 

irreproachable integrity, his delicate sense of mercantile honor, his unbounded benevolence for all 

mankind, and, above all, his undying hatred of English tyranny, soon led to his recognition by the 

leading men of his time, and the uncompromising, implacable foe to British dominion was brought into 

intimate relationships with the Revolutionary patriots.” Rev. Peters also wrote, “Not only did Salomon 

advance large sums to the Government for which he received no return, but the services of James 

Madison, Edmund Randolph, Generals Mifflin, St. Clair and others were retained in the cause through 

his bounty.” In a 1791 letter Madison wrote, “The kindness of our friend in Front Street [Bro. Salomon] 

is a fund that will preserve me from extreme necessities, but I never resort to it without great 

mortification as he obstinately refuses all recompense. To necessitous delegates he gratuitously spares 

from his private stock.” Henry Wheaton said, “Judge Wilson, so distinguished for his labors in the 

Convention that framed the Federal Constitution, would have retired from public service had he not 

been sustained by the timely aid of Haym Salomon, as delicately as it was generously administered.” 

 

The secret support of Charles III of Spain for the American cause was said to have been due to 

Salomon’s efforts. Indeed, Bro. Salomon was friends with all foreign powers in sympathy with the 

American Revolution at one time or another. James Madison, twice President of the United States, 

considered the most learned and patriotic member of the Revolutionary Congress, said of Salomon, 

“When any member was in need, all that was necessary was to call upon Salomon.” 

Sketch from the 

National Archives 
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Was this remarkable man ultimately rewarded for all gave and gave up? Sadly no. Bro. Haym Salomon 

died January 6, 1785, at the age of 45. He was bankrupt and left his wife and four children penniless. 

He was recognized posthumously with a US commemorative stamp hailing him as a “Financial Hero,” 

and by a statue of him and Robert Morris, the financiers of the revolution, with George Washington. 

 

His obituary in Philadelphia’s Independent Gazetteer is a tribute to the esteem in which he was held 

by all: Thursday, last, expired, after a lingering illness, Mr. Haym Solomon, an eminent broker of this 

city, was a native of Poland, and of the Hebrew nation. He was remarkable for his skill and integrity 

in his profession, and for his generous and humane deportment. His remains were yesterday deposited 

in the burial ground of the synagogue of this city. 

 

Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 

 

“…pay the Craft their 

wages …” 

 

From the West 
 

I hope everyone has had a great first quarter of 2021 and is ready to "Spring Forward" into the rest of 

the year (sorry). As we look forward to what is hopefully an improvement of the pandemic 

environment, we will again be holding the monthly meeting with limited attendance for general 

business and an open program to follow. The program will be held over Zoom in order to comply with 

COVID-19 protocols and connect with the wider group of Brethren. Please note the meeting 

information that has been provided and we hope to see each of you there. 

 

The Officers once again thanks the Scouts of Troop 1530 for their continued support to the Lodge 

building through numerous projects. This year the Lodge participated in the Troop's fundraiser for 

mulch, which was delivered and spread around the grounds by the Scouts, which has given the building 

a nice lift into Spring. We are proud to continue our relationship with them and are looking forward to 

the future activities, led by our Worshipful Master, also a leader in the Troop. 

 

As the weather warms, I want to encourage everyone to take a moment and practice or learn a hobby 

or task that you enjoy. April is the National Month for several different skills and arts, including Jazz 

Appreciation, Poetry, Law and Garden, Keeping America Beautiful, and even Welding. Practicing 

hobbies, whether indoors or outdoors, keeps us active, promotes continued learning, and can help 

maintain a sense of community, which is so important in the current environment. Continued learning 

from one another is also so important, so please feel free to share your activities and crafts during one 

of our upcoming virtual sessions. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone virtually on April 19. 

Junior Warden 
Frederick Baerenz 

 
“… from Labor to 

Refreshment …” 

 

From the South 
 

The Herndon Lodge Quasquicentennial (125th) Celebration Committee is pleased to announce the 

following:   

  SAVE THE DATE:  Our year will start with a Celebration Dinner on Friday, December 9, 

2022.  Location and cost TBD.  

 INSTALLATION:  The Open Installation of Officers will precede the dinner and the 

Installing Officer will be RW Donald Ellis Strehle, current Grand Senior Warden. 

 LOOKING BACK:  The program will feature recognition of all our Past Masters and the 

keynote speaker will be RW Michael J. Pobat.  Brother Pobat was a part of the organizing team 

for the Centennial Celebration in 1997, so expect both a retrospective and innovation. 

 LOOKING FORWARD:  We will highlight some of the special activities we plan to enjoy 

throughout the 125th anniversary year. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Committee, please contact the Committee Chairman, Brother Fred 

Baerenz, Junior Warden.  We will begin regular meetings once the Lodge returns to in-person Stated 

Communications without attendance restrictions.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

   

 

  1 2 

Freedom No. 118 
Stated 

3 

4 5 

Oliver Branch    

No. 114 Stated 

6 

 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 

 
 

13 

Ashburn-Sterling 
No. 288 Stated 

14 15 

Hamilton-
Thompson No. 37 

Stated 

16 17 

18 19 

Herndon No. 264 

Stated 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 

264” Google 
Calendar Synced 

on your device! 

 

  

April Masonic Birthdays 
 

James Mills (1962)                       Edward Julius III (2003)  

Forrest Gilkerson (1963)                       Jan Kopacz (2005) 

John “Mike” Carmichael (1966)      Junnaid Javed (2008) 

Carrol Groff (1969)                            Cyrus Dennis (2008) 

Eugene Gillette (1975)                      Robert Martin (2009) 

Merle Buckless (1977)                    Steven Doskey (2009) 

Ralph Simpson (1978)                          Eric LeHew (2010) 

Michael Davis (1978)                  Timothy Conway (2010) 

Terry Neal (1982)                              Perry Keating (2011) 

James Thompson (1982)                David Vaughan (2012) 

Paul Newhall (1992)                  Michael Pasternak (2013) 

Garry Babbitt (1997)                          David Twigg (2013) 

Sidney Fuchs (2003)                             Levi Cleofe (2019) 

Mark Del Rosario Santos (2019) 

 

 

 

Most Worshipful 

Douglas Vernon Jones 

 

175th Grand Master of Masons  

 

Grand Lodge 

of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 

 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 

 

On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 

 

On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 

 

By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 

                             Herndon, VA 20172 

 

Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

 

Right Worshipful  

J. David King 

District Deputy Grand Master 

 

Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 

 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com  

 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
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