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From the East 
Brethren, 
 

Another month come and gone; another successful Virtual Meeting for our shuttered Brothers at home.  

Thank you to recently raised Bro. Matt Lang for reading RW Pobat’s LEO program on Valley Forge 

that complimented my program on the Washington Monument.  Both programs were well received and 

enjoyed by all who could attend.  I believe we will be able to continue with one more Virtual Meeting 

for March and see what transpires further in the spring.   
 

It is hard to believe that a year ago this month, our world, and Masonry changed in the blink of an eye.  

Many of us were unprepared for the difficulties ahead, and nearly everyone you talk to has endured some 

sort of personal, professional, emotional, social, or financial challenge in the last year.  Mental health 

and wellbeing notwithstanding.  So, I ask you all to reflect and evaluate; are you in need of support?  

Can the Lodge or a Brother help you in some way?  Not always monetary, or physical, but a kind voice 

to talk with or a friendly hello on a bad day.  We are all “My Brother’s Keeper” and Masonic Charity 

comes in many forms.  I encourage you to reach out for support as this pandemic continues to any 

Brothers if you need support.  
 

Following the theme of Charity, this month’s Education Article is on the three graces of Faith, Hope, 

and Charity.  A key element first introduced in the Entered Apprentice’s Degree and then expanded 

upon, Faith, Hope, and Charity are cornerstones of Masonic teachings.  I also felt this article prudent 

and fitting as we have faith we will soon overcome the challenges of COVID, we hope to be in Lodge 

normally soon, and will as always support our Brethren with as much charity as we can without material 

injury to ourselves or family. 
 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

     Wor. LeHew  

 
 

Masonic Philosophy of “Faith, Hope and Charity” 

By   R. W. Bro. S. Krishnan. P. Dy. G.M* 

* Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of India 
 

  Our Masonic Rituals lay considerable stress on “Faith, Hope and Charity,” which are said to be the 

three Principal Moral Virtues. I thought it might be a good idea to dwell on these three subjects, at some 

length. Of course, all of us understand their meaning, but perhaps do not devote much thought and time 

on their importance as moral virtues or contemplate on them as part of Masonic Philosophy. The 

dictionary meaning of ‘moral’ is ‘pertaining to the doctrines of right and wrong’ and the other connected 

words are said to be ‘ethical, moralistic, honourable, reputable, upright, estimable, righteous and 

virtuous’. Virtue is the quality or qualities expected to be possessed by a person, in order that he may be 

respected in society. In the final charge given to the candidate after his initiation, he is exhorted to 

dedicate his life to such pursuits, as may at once enable him to be respectable in life, useful to mankind 

and an ornament to the society of Freemasonry, of which he has become a Member. Therefore, the 

importance of these virtues for a Freemason, if he is really to contribute to the society is obvious. 

However, we tend to take these words for granted, without pondering over their significance in life. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
“From the East” 

 

Continued 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Masonic Education 
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The literal and simple meaning of Faith is given in the dictionary as trust and belief. However, Faith has 

a much deeper meaning than mere trust or belief. It is said that he who has it knows what it is, implying 

that Faith is something intangible and inherent in a person, which cannot often be described or explained. 

A well-known philosopher once said that Faith can no more be described to a rational mind, than the 

idea of colors can be conveyed to a blind man. In fact, Faith goes not only beyond reason, but if need 

be, even against reason. Faith has different levels and different contexts. When you say you have ‘faith’ 

in another person, you express a feeling that your judgment of the person is such that you rely on the 

person in the context of whatever quality you think he possesses, but it is purely a matter of subjective 

personal judgment and conviction, irrespective of whether it is true or not. However, what is needed is 

the courage of one’s own conviction, which alone can give strength to your belief, to make it a Faith. At 

one stage in our initiation we are asked, in all cases of difficulty and danger in whom do we put our trust 

and we are also given the answer “In God”. All of us have had no hesitation to say so, because, here 

trust has taken the deeper meaning of that intangible virtue called Faith. However, when we talk of Faith 

in God, we enter a totally different level of understanding of Faith, because here is where, Faith goes not 

only beyond reason, but also against reason or logic. When we talk of God, logic is quite useless in 

helping us to know God, because God in His nature is so Incomprehensible, Omnipotent, Omnipresent 

and Omniscient, that He transcends the basic laws of logic. Logic is a manmade tool and therefore God 

cannot be measured according to its requirements. In fact, between the possible and the impossible, there 

is a third state, “beyond the possible”; between the logical and the illogical, there is a third “beyond 

logic” and between reason and unreason the third “beyond reason”. It is said that Faith sees the invisible, 

believes the incredible, and receives the impossible. A wise man once said, when fear knocks on the 

door of your heart, send Faith to open it and you will be free from distress. Using a somewhat scientific 

way of looking at it, beyond the three dimensions the eye can perceive and the fourth dimension of time 

introduced by Einstein, there exists in my view, an indefinable God’s own Fifth Dimension, where what 

is impossible, illogical and unreasonable becomes possible, logical and reasonable. It is in this Godly 

Dimension that Faith has its roots. Faith therefore implies the ignorance of man to the ways of God and 

a total surrender to the inexplicable and the acceptance of God and His Will, without rational analysis. 

In the ultimate analysis, for the man of faith, he finds no contradiction in the ways of God and finds a 

meaning and purpose in human existence - that my brethren, you will I am sure agree, is the important 

philosophy of Freemasonry - to find a meaning and purpose in life.  
 

We can now turn our attention to the other virtue “Hope”. Hope and Faith 

are closely interconnected, for where there is Faith there is Hope and where 

there is Hope there is Faith. A little thought will make it clear, why we 

cannot have the one, without the other. Hope is not only a feeling of 

expectation, but is also a feeling of confidence, when it is combined with 

Faith. We often use the phrase ‘hoping against hope’, which can only imply 

that we do so, because we have Faith. It is also said ‘trust in God and hope 

for the best’, which again emphasizes the importance of Faith and its link 

to Hope. Many of us know the well - known Hindi proverb, which means, 

“It is in Hope that the World survives” 
 

The last virtue Charity does not require much elaboration to a Freemason, because Charity is known to 

be the essential characteristic of a Freemason’s heart. Like its sister mercy, it blessedly him who gives, 

as well as him who receives. We are also informed that a Freemason’s Charity should have no bounds 

save those of prudence. A claim on a Freemason’s charity is also made as his circumstances in life may 

fairly warrant. In fact, Freemasonry is so practical in its approach to Charity that we are told to practice 

Charity, without detriment to our connections or ourselves. Not only in Freemasonry, but also generally 

speaking, when we talk of Charity, we do not talk in terms of monetary help, which of course is 

important, but of Charity in thought word and deed, which is what makes a person, a perfect Freemason 

and truly an ornament to the society of which he is a member. Though not much has been said linking 

Faith, Hope and Charity, I would like to end this article from a quotation from the well-known English 

poet, Alexander Pope, who had this to say about the three moral virtues in his poem titled “An Essay on 

Man,” 
 

In Faith and Hope the world will disagree,  But, all mankind’s concern is Charity 

 



Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 

 

“…pay the Craft their 

wages …” 

From the West 
 
A short but another busy month for Herndon Lodge.  We held a Stated meeting and another 

successful virtual meeting.  Thanks to Wor. LeHew for his presentation on the Washington 

Monument, and to Brother Matt Lang for presenting the LEO Program. 

 

Brother Brett Massar coordinated with RW Phil Brooks for a “Drive-thru” Food Drive.  Herndon 

Lodge managed to collect over 200 pounds of food for the Food Bank at South Lakes High School 

in Reston.  Also, RW Brooks took some 

time to order new lawn signs for the Lodge 

to help keep trash and waste from 

accumulating in the Lodge lawn.  They are 

installed and look great!  

 
We look forward to an eventual in person 

return to Lodge. 

 

 

 

Junior Warden 
Frederick Baerenz 

 

 
 

“… from Labor to 

Refreshment …” 

From the South 
 

“Herd Immunity” may be coming much sooner than we previously expected.  A Johns Hopkins 

Professor wrote in the Wall Street Journal this week that we could see it as early as April.  Others 

put the date more in the June/July timeframe.  With plunging cases, hospitalizations and mortality, 

the ramp up to two million vaccinations per day this month, three million per day by the end of 

March and possible more than four million per day by the end of April look very promising.  Also, 

the FDA approval of the Johnson & Johnson one dose vaccine this week will add to the solution.  

So, a return to normalcy could happen soon.  We’ll see what the Grand Master and the Governor 

give us as guidance. 

 

Our Deacons have been very busy performing investigations on petitions received.  I have met many 

of these men at our informal Friday breakfasts/lunches, and we have a bumper crop of outstanding 

candidates for Freemasonry!  We will be notified as the Governor lifts the 10-person rule and the 

Grand Master confirms that we are safe to expand our in-person meetings.  Once we increase to 25 

members at meetings, we should be able to ballot.  Although it is likely that we will have another 

“One day” option, several of the candidates have expressed a desire to be initiated in regular order. 

 

We eagerly look forward to getting “back to normal” and conducting regular degrees.  Please get 

with a Brother (safely masked and distancing) and start “brushing up” on your ritual.  We should be 

very busy this spring and summer with degree work, and I look forward to putting together teams to 

properly welcome these men into our ranks. 
 

 

 
Secretary 

Rhey Solomon, 

PDDGM 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 

 New Officers and one Day Conferral Participants (Oct 2020) have had new 

nameplates ordered.  See the Secretary for yours when possible 

 The Secretary’s direct email is MrRhey@aol.com  

 Please include WB Bennett Corrado on any correspondence for March/April/May 

Meetings as Substitute Secretary : bjcorrado46@gmail.com  

 

 

Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who 

seeks to draw Masonic wages in gold and silver 

will be disappointed. The wages of a Mason are 

in the dealings with one another; sympathy 

begets sympathy, kindness begets kindness, 

helpfulness begets helpfulness, and these are 

the wages of a Mason. 

          ~Bro. Benjamin Franklin 

mailto:MrRhey@aol.com
mailto:bjcorrado46@gmail.com


March 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 1  

Oliver Branch No 
114 Stated 

2 3 4 5 

Freedom No. 118 
Stated 

6 

7 8 

 

9  

Ashburn-Sterling 

No 288 Stated 

10 11 12 13 

14 15  

Herndon No. 264 
Stated 

 

 

16 

 

17 18  

Hamilton-
Thompson No. 37 

Stated 

19 20 

 

21 22 

Brother 

Washington’s 

Birthday 

23 24 25 

 

26 27 

28 29 30 31  Get the “4 

Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 

Calendar 

Synced on your 
device! 

 

 
 

March Masonic Birthdays 
 

Hammond Geyer (1964)                  Bruce Whitney (2007) 

William Alexander (1976)          Oleg Obukhovich (2010) 

Joseph Tamres (1987)                       Lance Cottrell (2011) 

Roger Weir (1996)                          Mukul Mathur (2013) 

Roger Petersen (1996)              Michael Connolly (2016) 

Gregory Valker (2005)            Matthew Vepraskas (2016) 

Eric Swanson (2006)                             Sajjid Rauf (2016) 

Matthew Lancaster (2007)            Adnan Hadrovic (2018) 

 

Most Worshipful 

Douglas Vernon Jones 

 

175th Grand Master of Masons  

 

Grand Lodge 

of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 

 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 

 

On the Web:         http://herndonlodge264.org 

 

On Facebook:      Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 

 

By Mail:               P.O. Box 468 

                             Herndon, VA 20172 

 

Or Email:             herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

 

Right Worshipful  

J. David King 

District Deputy Grand Master 

 

Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 

 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com  

 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
 

 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/
http://herndonlodge264.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Herndon-Lodge-No-264-101582508316504/?view_public_for=101582508316504
mailto:herndonlodge264@gmail.com
mailto:brotherkingd2@outlook.com
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