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From the East 
Brethren, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope this letter reaches you well and in good 
spirits as we end a very turbulent year.  My hope is that 2021 will 
soon see some return to normalcy in the Lodge, but until then we 
will continue to plan our events, and stated meetings knowing that 
the continuing COVID Pandemic will impact our executions. 
 
As of the writing of this letter the Governor’s Orders have limited 
indoor and in-person gatherings to a limit of 10 people.  This will impact our Stated Meeting, 
but the Grand Master has given permission to cancel meetings for safety; Herndon Lodge will 
not do this but hold a limited meeting of Officers for our Stated Meeting and a virtual 
non-ritual meeting for all members for this month.  Further details on the virtual 
meeting will be coming in another email to please watch your in-box!  
 
The Grand Master has continued the suspension of Degree Work for the moment, and 
balloting on new members.  But this does not stop us for discussing the Lodge to prospective 
candidates or safely conducting investigation on any petitions.  If anyone approaches you and 
has a genuine interest in Masonry, as always talk accordingly to them and explain that the 
pandemic is impacting our normal procedures.  But we welcome their interest and please keep 
periodic communication with them.  Any questions please reach out to me or our Secretary 
for clarification.  
 
I also want to share my appreciation of gratitude for all the congratulatory notes and well 
wishes upon assuming the position and title of Worshipful Master.  Regardless of the COVID 
pandemic, this will be a year I won’t soon forget.  And my intentions for an active and 
productive masonic year will continue, even in a virtual format if necessary.  One of the 
regular activities being initiated for this year is an inclusion of a Masonic Education article in 
the Trestleboard each month.  This is a cornerstone of my theme of “Masonic Education,” 
and fitting my career as a teacher. I hope you enjoy this month’s article on the following pages 
and an explanation of the numbering of Masonic Years. 
 
As always, if anyone in the Lodge needs something, please do not hesitate to contact myself 
or one of the Wardens. See you all in Lodge hopefully soon when it is safe to do so. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Eric LeHew 
Worshipful Master 

 
 

https://askanesthetician.wordpress.com/category/product-recommendations/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“From the East” 

 
Continued 

 
 
 
 
 

Masonic Education 
Article Reprinting  

Shedding Light on Anno Lucis 
Credit: Bro. Joshua D. Parmer, Past Master, Lodge No. 43, Lancaster, PA 

Copied from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania Website  
 

Have you ever wondered about our Blue Lodge dating system of “AL” or those of other 
appendant Masonic bodies? Most of you probably know or have heard of the abbreviation of 
AL after the dates listed your blue lodge monthly notice. What you may not know is that it 
stands for Anno Lucis, a Latin phrase meaning “In the Year of Light.” This date is calculated 
by adding 4000 years to the present Anno Domini Year or as Mackey’s calls the “Vulgar 
Era.” 
 
For those that may not understand Anno Domini, that means “In the Year of Our Lord.” 
Research shows that people like Dr. Anderson, who wrote Anderson’s Constitution, first used 
this dating system to explain the history of Freemasonry. You see in the 1720s AD most 
people believed the Bible to be accurate to the letter, that the world was made in 6 days of 
24-hour increments, that the world was simply 4,000 years old before Jesus Christ hit the 
scene. (That was when the first verses of the bible took place and God said “Let there be light, 
and there was light.”) Thus, we are in the 6,016th year Anno Lucis. 
 
Virtually all Masonic bodies have their own dating method indicative of some important point 
of their own histories. For instance, two of the Rites (Scottish and York) use the dating 
systems of Anno Mundi and Anno Ordinis – abbreviated AM and AO respectively. Anno 
Mundi means “In the Year of the World,” it is the dating system used by The Ancient and 
Accepted Rite Scottish Rite. It is calculated by adding 3760 to the Present Anno Domini year, 
until September when you should add one more year as this is when this calendar year starts. 
Presently we are in the year 5,776 Anno Mundi. Anno Mundi is based on the Hebrew calendar 
and closely associated with Anno Lucis. However, the 240-year difference is based on 
differences with the Gregorian Calendar presently in use that calculates Anno Domini. This 
system of Anno Mundi is also synonymous with Anno Hebraico, or AH. 
 
Another Masonic calendar is that of the Masonic Knights Templar of the York Rite. It is 
called Anno Ordinis, abbreviated A.O. and means “In the Year of the Order.” This system of 
dating is calculated by subtracting 1118 years from the Anno Domini system; thus we are in 
the year 898 Anno Ordinis. The Templars were a monastic group of knights who protected 
the Holy Lands and their Christian pilgrims. Their historic connection to our present order is 
tenuous at best by most orthodox Masonic historians, nonetheless the principles and practices 
they lived by greatly match our moral designs, and theories about our connection continue to 
abound. 
 
There are dating systems for each York Rite body’s use as well. The Chapter of the York Rite 
works in Anno Inventionis (meaning “in the year of discovery”), the Council of the York Rite 
work in Anno Depositionis (meaning “in the year of deposit”). Other dating systems found 
were Anno Egyptiaca (a reference to the consolidation of the Egyptian monarchy under 
Menes) and Anno Bonafacio (a reference to Melchizedek blessing Abraham). 
 
It can be confusing to say the least, but now you know a little more about just what all those 
extra letters are referring to in your Lodge Notices. 
 
 



 

Senior Warden 
Matthew Vepraskas 

 

 
“…pay the Craft 
their wages …” 

 

From the West 
 

Happy New Year to all the Brethren. In 2021, my portion of the Trestleboard will highlight 
significant contributions and offer our thanks for the previous month as well as to help 
articulate the structure and programs Wor. Eric has planned. In this most challenging year, 
Herndon Lodge maintained its connection with the Brethren using targeted meetings, timely 
check-ins, and technology. The incoming officers would like to particularly thank Wor. 
Howie Snowdon for his leadership throughout 2020 in guiding the Lodge through a 
constantly changing environment. We continue to be a strong group and are prepared well for 
the future due in no small part to his contributions. The support of RW David King was also 
critical to our year and we are pleased to work with you again in 2021. 
 
We would also like to thank the Installation Team of RWs Chris Thompson and Phil Brooks, 
as well as the guests who attended in-person or virtually. The team executed a very well-run 
installation program, particularly given COVID challenges, and we appreciate their time and 
labor. The use of Zoom as a streaming service not only allowed more Brethren to attend and 
exposed our Craft to many attendees, making for a strong connection to and a great kickoff 
for the incoming officers. Also, thanks to Brother Case Knight for his behind the scenes 
talents as a videographer for the Installation.  
 
I hope the Brethren are eagerly anticipating moving into 2021, as I am, and are excited about 
the possibilities that will present themselves as we progress through the year. Wor. Eric has 
prepared several quality educational programs and we are all looking forward to participating 
with you in the learning he has planned. 

 

 

Junior Warden 
Fredrick Baerenz 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“… Call the Craft 
from Labor to 

Refreshment …” 

 

From the South 
 

We look forward to startling our new Masonic Year on January 18.  In compliance with the 
Order of the Governor and the Direction of the Grand Master, attendance will be limited to 
10 people, so essentially only the Officers.   
 
At our Stated, we will be reinstalling the Officers who are retaining their positions from the 
previous year and  were not able to attend the public Installation in December, and welcoming 
RW David King for his “unofficial” DDGM visit (since he was with us in January 2020, he 
does not need to repeat.)  We are also looking forward to a program on “The Gavel” in our 
virtual meeting.  Details again to follow shortly on the virtual meeting planned.  
 
With vaccines now being delivered monthly in the tens of millions of units 
and shortly in the hundreds of million units, we hope it will be only a 
matter of months before we can return to more normalized functioning.  
Upcoming events are a trip to the GW Masonic Memorial in Alexandria 
and some social and family functions once it is safe to do so.   

 

 
Secretary 

Rhey Solomon, 
PDDGM 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 

• Reminder of 2021 Dues Notices have been mailed 

• New Officers and one Day Conferral Participants (Oct 2020) have had new nameplates 

ordered.  See the Secretary for yours. 

• The 2020 Secretary Report is available for anyone who desires a copy 

• The Secretary’s direct email is MrRhey@aol.com  

mailto:MrRhey@aol.com


January 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

     1 
Freedom No. 
118 Stated 

2 

3 4 
Oliver Branch 

No. 114 Stated 

5 6 7 
 

8 9 

10 11 12 
Ashburn-Sterling 
No. 288 Stated 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 
 
Herndon No. 264 

Stated 

19 20 21 
Hamilton-

Thompson No. 
37 Stated 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 Get the “4 
Herndon Lodge 
264” Google 

Calendar Synced 
on your device  

     

 
 

January Masonic Birthdays 
Ernes Sydnor, Jr. (1978) 

Phillip Sturke (1978) 
Donald Ralph (1981) 

Robert Novak Jr. (2003) 
Jason Wright  (2003) 

Jonathan Bergner (2009) 
William Steinhour (2009) 

Eric Husebo (2012) 
Kenneth Crossman (2016) 

Fred Wilkins, Jr. (2017) 
Slobodan Vasalic (2020) 
Raymond Vargas (2020) 

 

 
 

Most Worshipful 
Douglas Vernon Jones 

 
175th Grand Master of Masons  

 
Grand Lodge 

of Virginia, A.F. & A.M. 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org 

Keep in Contact! 
 

On the Web:     http://herndonlodge264.org 
 
On Facebook:   Herndon Lodge No. 264 Page 

 
By Mail:           P.O. Box 468 
                       Herndon, VA 20172 
 
Or Email:         herndonlodge264@gmail.com 

 
Right Worshupful  

J. David King 
 

District Deputy Grand Master 
Second Masonic Distict of 

Virginia 
 

brotherkingd2@outlook.com 
 

http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/ 
 
 

https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/
http://herndonlodge264.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Herndon-Lodge-No-264-101582508316504/?view_public_for=101582508316504
mailto:herndonlodge264@gmail.com
mailto:brotherkingd2@outlook.com
http://vamasonicdistrict2.org/
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