
INTEGRITY 

Several years ago, Unisys employees were convicted of providing bribes to Navy officials to win a contract.    

The employees that did this went to jail.  The company was fined and barred from completing for DoD 

business for 5 years. 

An additional part of the punishment was that Unisys had to develop and deploy an annual ethics program for 

its employees.   This year, the program title shifted to include the word INTEGRITY.   

Words used in conjunction with this new program include HONESTY, ETHICALLY, and RESPONSIBLY.   All 

components of INTEGRITY.   Honesty to allude to telling the TRUTH.   Ethically to mean adhering to the law and 

corporate policies.  Responsibly to mean being accountable for your own actions.   Collectively this are meant 

to protect the reputation of the company.   This was summed up by the tag line “Do the right thing when no 

one is looking”. 

In Masonry, the word INTEGRITY is not used as part of the ritual.  But, we do find the markers for this 

characteristic throughout our lexicon.   

The first charge given to the incoming Master is - “You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to obey 

the moral law.”   This is a rather broad stroke, but speaks to the man’s INTEGRITY. 

Truth – is a divine attribute and the foundation of every virtue; to be good men and true, is the first lesson we 

are taught in Masonry.    Sincerity and plain dealing characterize us.  Again, alluding to a person’s INGEGRITY 

as the hallmark of the man. 

The Tenets – of our profession are Brotherly love, Relief, and Truth. 

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations in life.   Uprightly – that is an interesting 

word.  In this context, it means adhering to rectitude or being honest or just. 

“To preserve the reputation of the Fraternity unsullied” is the constant responsibility of a Master Mason.  This 

is no different from the corporate desire to protect their reputation.  And just like them, it is accomplished by 

each of us having INTEGRITY.  Being cautious with our actions and keeping your word when it is given.  

Maintenance of INTEGRITY is incumbent upon us all. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1. adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; honesty. 

2. the state of being whole, entire, or undiminished:to preserve the integrity of the empire. 

3. a sound, unimpaired, or perfect condition: 

In the context of this talk, I will not be using the word integrity in the context of “Engineers were brought in to 

study the integrity of the bridge.”, but rather in the context of what it means to each of us in the day-to-day 

demeanor as we interact with others. 

 


