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Freemasonry is a vast topic.  With the exception of 
religion and the history of nations, more books have 
been written about Freemasonry than any other single 
topic. Estimates vary between 75,000 and 110,000 
different titles. 

We do not know when the Fraternity began.  Almost 
certainly, it evolved from the guild of lodges of the 
stonemasons of the Middle Ages, who were working 
on the great cathedrals and castles.  Possible, the 
organization was influenced by the addition of 
members of the crusading order, the Knights Templar 
or, more formally, the Poor Fellow-soldiery of the 
House of the Temple of Solomon.    When the Order 
was suppressed in the early 1300’s and members, 
through necessity, went into hiding, some of them 
may have joined the Masons Guilds with whom they 
had a long professional relationship.  

 (The Templars commissioned more buildings in the 
1100’s and 1200’s than any other organization 
including the church)  The oldest clearly Masonic 
document found to date is known both as the REGIUS 
POEM and the HALLIWELL MANUSCRIPT.  Experts 
have dated it to the year 1390, although there are 



indications that it is a copy of an even earlier 
document. 

Masonry existed as a series of independent Lodges 
until the year 1717, when the Grand Lodge of England 
was formed and a formal structure was given to the 
government of the Fraternity.  

According to historians, Freemasonry was a major 
source of the spread of the Enlightenment in Europe 
and was the source of many elements which were 
finally incorporated into the Constitution of the United 
States, including such things as civil rights, elected 
representative government, and the right of self-
determination. 

 

Essentially, Freemasonry is a fraternity which 
stresses self-development of the individual’s 
intellectual and spiritual nature. 

It teaches self-control and the development of 
insight.  It teaches primarily through the use of 
symbols and allegory.  It is the tradition in the 
fraternity that no one may speak officially for Masonry 
so far as its meanings and interpretations are 
concerned.  Each man interprets the symbols for 
himself, although Masonic scholars write books 
tracing the history of the Craft and providing such 
interpretation of the symbols and lessons as they 
can. Still, that is opinion, and not to be considered, in 
any sense, official.     



  

THE EVOLUTION OF THE RITUAL 

It is impossible to say when the ritual of Freemasonry 
began. Very recent scholars suggests that in the late 
1190’s, a book was written which first told the story of 
the Holy Grail and the quests of the Knights of King 

Arthur and this may have actually been written as 
asort of fraternal proto-ritual or teaching legend.  Our 
ritual origins may possibly lie there.  The earliest 
rituals we have, date from the 1600’s.  At that time, 
there was only one Degree in Masonry, the Degree of 
Apprentice, although there was a very short additional 
ceremony, known as the FELLOW’S PART,  which 
would later evolve into the Fellow craft Degree.  The 
Master Mason Degree came into existence sometime 
between 1720 and 1730. 

Originally the Degrees were conferred in the 
preparation room rather than the Lodge room.  They 
were very short, consisting primarily of a series of 
questions and answers which would fill less than one 
page of type.  The lectures and other language which 
are now so much a part of Masonry came into being 
during the 1800’s when some famous Masonic 
teachers developed additional language and taught it 
as a part of the work. 

Most of the Masonic ritual used in the United States is 
part of the “PRESTON-WEBB” work, named for two of 



the early teachers who contributed most to its 
development. The ritual of Masonry has been the 
result of a slow evolution over many, many years. 

                             

              OBILGATIONS AND PENALTIES 

Five topics give rise to so much confusion in new 
Masons of the Obligations and Penalties.  Because 
they are, in many ways, the ethical and symbolic heart 
of the Fraternity, it’s important to understand 
them.  THE OBLIGATIONS ARE THE THINGS WE 
PROMISE TO DO OR NOT TO DO.  THE PENALTIES 
ARE THE CONSEQUENCES WE OFFER TO 
UNDERGO, IF WE BREAK OUR 
OBLIGATIONS.         The obligations are real, literal, 
and more than literal.  The penalties are symbolic, not 
real.  The Obligations are promises made to God and 
all the Brethren of the Fraternity, not just your Lodge, 
and are made in the name and presence of God and 
the presence of the Brethren.  

The Penalties are acknowledgments of the shame and 
pain any true man should feel at the thought he had 
broken his work, as well as a reminder that the 
decision to become a Mason is a decision to live at 
more than an animal level.  

The Obligations become more extensive and 
demanding with each Degree.  The assumption is that 
the candidate is growing and developing in the 



process, leaving a primitive and unsophisticated 
understanding and becoming progressively more 
aware and comprehending, thus, in the Apprentice 
Degree, you promise little more than to keep 
confidential those things which should be kept 
confidential.  In the Fellow Craft Degree, the promises 
are greater, as befits one who is now supposed to 

have his passions and animal drives under control 
and to be moving to a higher level of thinking, 
continuing on Into the Master Mason Degree. 

Are the promises real and literal?  Yes.  

  

When you promise that you will help a poor and 
distressed Entered Apprentice, assuming that you 
find his need is real, we expect that you will do so, as 
far as you can without doing harm to yourself or your 
family. But, in a sense, they are more than literal.  The 
Lodge is a symbol of the World.  Thus, if you promise 
to do something for an Entered Apprentice who is a 
member of the Lodge, you are promising to do it for 
any person in the world, at least to some extent.  Most 
of us feel that we are required to go further in keeping 
obligations to a member of the Fraternity then we are 
to a non-Mason, simply because the Mason has bound 
himself to us by the same Obligations.  But the 
Obligations should never be interpreted to suggest 
that we owe moral, ethical and charitable behavior 
ONLY toward those who are Masons. 



The Penalties seem, at first glance, to be unbelievably 
cruel and heartless.  

  

It comes as a shock to learn that these were all 
penalties actually used by the legal systems in Europe 
during the 1500’s, 1600’s and early 1700’s.  Once 
again, in Masonry, the Penalties are symbolic, NOT 
REAL. 

HISTORY 

The Grand Lodge of Virginia was established in 1778 
when nine Lodges banded together to form what is 
known today as the Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free & 
Accepted Masons of Virginia.  It is not known how 
long these Lodges had been functioning prior to 1778; 
however, we do know that those Lodges were 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of England, Ireland and 
Scotland. Today, there are more than 33,000 Virginia 
Masons in over 300 Lodges around the 
Commonwealth. 

Masons in Virginia support the elderly through the 
Masonic Home, support the sick through blood drives, 
and provide scholarships to deserving students.  

  

Masons all over the United States raise more than 2.6 
million dollars a day in support of many different 
charities. 



  

The first record of Masons living in Northern Virginia 
dates back 1769, with a record of two Masons who 
lived in Prince 

William County and were members of Fredericksburg 
Masonic Lodge No. 4, which had existed since 1752. 

Herndon’s Masonic Lodge was first organized as 
Freedom Lodge No. 264 in 1896.  A year later it was 
officially chartered as Herndon Lodge No. 264 on 
December 9, 1897. 

There were 27 charter members the Herndon 
Lodge. According to the Lodge’s website, six of those 
members were active physicians. 

The first Master of the Lodge (or presiding officer) was 
Dr. Henry A. Johnson who served as Master for the 
years 1896-1898, 1901-1902, and 1905-1906.  Johnson 
died in 1935 at the age of 90.  

In his will, Johnson left a trust fund in the amount of 
$1,000.00 – a significant amount of money for that 
time – from which the Herndon Lodge earned interest 
for years. 

Edgar E. Gillette – a former Herndon Mayor from 1925-
1929 -  became a Mason in June 1898 and was the 
Herndon Lodge’s first representative to Virginia’s 
Grand Lodge Communication, an annual meeting for 
the transaction of business or work.  Gillette brought 



back the Charter that had been granted to the 
Herndon Lodge the previous year.  

For seventy years, meetings of the Herndon Lodge 
were conducted in a variety of places around 
town.  The first meeting room for the Lodge in 1896 
was in the Garrett building (formerly located on the 
corner of Elden and Center Streets). 

In 1907 the Lodge moved to the Walker Building 
(formerly located at the corner of Station and Pine 
Streets), which burned in 1917 in a big fire in 

Herndon’s downtown business district, destroying 
many Lodge records.  They then moved to the Reed 
building in 1918.                                           

The Herndon Lodge was dormant during the 1918 time 
period, as the Master and all of the officers of the 
Lodge were at war during WWI.  Later, the years 1920-
1923 became a very active time period in which 35 
new members became Masons.  The Lodge moved to 
Chamblin’s Drug Store (formerly located at the corner 
of Station and Lynn Streets) in 1921.  There was 
another membership surge in 1928 with 113 new 
members. 

One former Mason also remembers that they moved 
again in 1935 to the Thompson Building, which was 
also known as the Murphy and Ames lumber building 
(formerly located behind the Ice House Café).  They 
met there on the upper floor for over 30 years. 



Some members of the Lodge lost their lives in WW 
II.  Not long after WW II, a banquet was held in 1947 at 
Herndon High School in celebration of Herndon 

Lodge’s 50th Anniversary.  Over 150 Masons attended. 

In the 1950’s and 1960-s the Lodge continued to have 
hopes that they would one day have a permanent 
home. Dues were raised, fundraisers were held and, in 
1955, the Lodge sold a lot of land to the telephone 
company for $15,000.  The Lodge Building Fund 
continued to grow. 

In 1969 the Masons passed a resolution to purchase 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, located at 820 Elden 
Street at this northwest corner of Elden and Grace 
Streets.                             

St Timothy’s occupied the building for 87 years up 
until 1969.  Needing a larger church for its growing 
period, St. Timothy’s sold the old church to the 
Herndon Masonic Lodge and moved to a new 
location.  The Lodge needed $10,000 to finalize the 
purchase.  A report from the Mason’s Building 
Committee stated that the Lodge, “purchased this 
building at a cost of $16,000.00.  It was necessary that 
we pay this amount in full at the time of settlement.  

One of your Good Brethren who wishes to remain 
unnamed, loaned $10,000.00 in order to make that 
settlement.” 



The first Communication was held in the Herndon 
Lodge’s new building in August of 1969. A dedication 
ceremony was held in 1971. 

In 1997 a ceremony was held to commemorate the 
100thanniversary of the Lodge, with a special lapel pin 
being created for the occasion.  

Today -  you enjoy a membership of 212 Brethren. 

It’s interesting to know that my Mother Lodge is 
Mountain Home Lodge No. 263, just one number 
before your Lodge No. 264.  We were chartered 
December 6, 1896, just one year before you Brethren. 

We are fortunate to have two past Grand 
Masters.  Alan Wayne Adkins in 1997 and yours truly 
in 2016. 

 


