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As most of you know, I am an avid Detroit Tigers fan since I grew up in Detroit and am a baseball fan in 
general.  Worshipful Phil Brooks asked me to provide a baseball program to Lodge Brothers and I was 
more than happy to do so.  

If you Google “baseball freemasonry”. Some a little strange like an article by Randy Lavello which 
appeared at "prisonplanet.com,” a conspiracy theory web site where he says:  "Baseball was obviously 
created by Freemasons, as it bears the unmistakable marks of Freemasonry. The field, from home plate 
to the left and right field wall forms a compass; the entire outfield wall is the semicircle which this 
compass draws. Upside-down, overlapping this compass, the bases form the square. Thus, the baseball 
field is the emblem of Freemasonry. Three strikes and three outs were assigned because three is the 
principle sacred number of Freemasonry. Four is a number of significance because it represents a square 
(the shape) and deals with the four directions, thus: four balls, four bases.” 

You can find a similarity with baseball fields and Masonic Lodges. As we all learned in the EA lecturer, 

‘Lodges are situated, or should be, east and west.” MLB’s Rule 1.00 -- Objectives of the Game; sub-

paragraph 1.04 -THE PLAYING FIELD, states “The field shall be laid out according to the instructions 

below…. It is desirable that the line from home base through the pitcher’s plate to second base shall run 

East to Northeast.”  In other words baseball fields are situated, or should be, East and West. 

Another link between baseball and Masonry is, baseball, as we know it, was invented by a Mason. When 

asked who invented baseball most people will say Abner Doubleday.  Well there is no evidence that 

Abner Doubleday was a Mason and most baseball historians agree that there is no compelling evidence 

that he invented baseball.  Well who did then? 

The book, Cooperstown Symposium on Baseball and the American Culture 2001, in the chapter entitled 
“Baseball and Freemasonry in American Culture” states that “Alexander Joy Cartwright, Jr. the man 
known as the father of baseball, provides us with a link between baseball and Freemasonry.” He, along 
with others, in 1845 came up with “20 rules which provided uniform standards for the game.”  But at 
that time Cartwright was not a Mason.  Cartwright moved to Hawaii and was raised in Hawaii.  According 
to the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California for 1871, he was a Past Master of Hawaiian Lodge 
21.   

Besides Cartwright, there are many men of baseball who were also Masons.  Reference of an All Star 
Masonic Baseball Game, whose players were all from the major leagues.  It was played in Trenton, NJ on 
October 12, 1935, sponsored by Trenton Forest Lodge #4, Tall Cedars of Lebanon.  

Some of the better known men of baseball who were Masons are: 

Ty Cobb - Baseball Player  

Rogers Hornsby - An original member of the Baseball Hall of Fame  

Branch Rickey - Major League Baseball executive 
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Charles H. Ebbets - Owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team and president of the National League 

for 27 years 

Lloyd (Little Poison) Waner - Hall of Fame Pirates/Phillies/Reds/Braves/Dodgers 1927-1945 

Paul (Big Poison) Waner - Hall of Fame Pirates/Braves/Dodgers/Yankees 1926-1945 

Johannes Peter "Honus" Wagner - Hall of Fame Colonels/Pirates 

Cy Young - Hall of Fame pitcher for 5 teams, name sake for The Cy Young Award given annually to the 

best pitchers in Major League Baseball 

Bob Feller - Hall of Fame pitcher Indians 1936-1956  

Gene Autry - Owner Los Angeles Angels 

Powel Crosley Jr - Owner of the Cincinnati Reds 1st lights on a major league baseball field 

John Patsy “Tito” Francona - Indians/Braves/Orioles/Cardinals/Athletics/ 1956-1970 

Theodore A "Sunday Teddy" Lyons - Hall of Fame pitcher White Sox 

Ray (Raymond) William (Cracker) Schalk Hall of Fame catcher White Sox 

John Good "Long John" Reilly - Cincinnati Stars/Reds 1880-1891 

 

Who is your inspirational mason that played baseball? 

Let me tell you about my masonic pick and start with a short history of his journey through life that 

included baseball. 

LIFE JOURNEY: 

1. His Father died six weeks before he was born in a railroad accident in Toledo, OH. 

2. He was sent to an orphanage to live around 3 years old by his mother as she could not support him 

and she then moved to Detroit, MI. 

3. The Orphanage was shut down when he was 6 as it had not more funds. 

4. He lived on the streets of Toledo and supported himself by selling papers and as delivery boy. 

5. As a boy he loved stick ball and watching the local Baseball team play named the Toledo Mud Hens 

of the American Baseball Association. 

6. At the age of 9 years old, he was selling papers on the street corner when a lady passed by, then 

came back, ask him his name and he replied with it.  She said “I have been looking for you for years, 

I am your grandmother and I want you to come home with me.”  He did and lived there in the attic 
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of the garage (no heat, running water, no bed, it was just boards across the beams of the garage).  

During the winter, the street rats would sleep next to him for warmth. 

7. At 10 years old, he was ask by the new coach of the Toledo Mud Hens named Casey Stengel, who 

would be later be known to many in Baseball as the “Greatest Baseball Manager of all Time”, to be 

the bat boy of the Mud Hens, he gladly accepted and was their bat boy for three years.    

8. The reason behind Casey Stengel asking him to be bat boy for the team, since many kids would die 

to do it, was that his grandfather, Richard Cashman, who was an Irish, Toledo Police Officer, daily 

drank a few with Casey Stengel at the local pub, they were “drinking buddies” and he felt sorry for 

him. 

9. During those years of being a bat boy, Casey Stengel would go to his baseball games when he could 

to watch him play and gave him baseball advice. 

10. At the age of 13, his mother who was living in Detroit got re-married, she came to get him in Toledo 

and brought him to live with her and her new husband.  Her new husband turned out to not be a 

good man, an alcoholic and abuser of both his mother and he but he stayed to support his mother.   

11. At the age of 16, he was playing baseball for his school team (Cass Tech Vocational). Casey was now 

a baseball scout looking for talented players, came to watch him play several baseball games and 

ask him to come to the New York Yankee Training Camp which he said “yes” and was thrilled to 

attend. 

12. At the 1934 New York Yankee Training Camp, he had the honor of training, get to know and playing 

games with the likes of these future Baseball Hall of Famer’s: 

12.1. Bill Dickey 

12.2. Joe DiMaggio 

12.3. Lou Gehrig 

12.4. Lefty Gomez 

12.5. Red Ruffing 

12.6. Earle Combs 

12.7. Burleigh Grimes 

12.8. Tony Lazzeri 

12.9. Babe Ruth 

13. When he returned from the training camp, he was told by Casey Stengel that Joe DiMaggio, Lou 

Gehrig and Babe Ruth thought he was the best hitter they had seen for a awhile and wanted him on 

the team. 

14. Soon after, Casey give him a contract offer from the New York Yankees but since he was not 21 

years old, he needed his stepfather’s legal permission. 

15. His stepfather refused to sign the contract because his stepfather wanted him to work, make money 

for him and his stepfather was just a purely mean, abusive and jealous person that did not like 

baseball. 

16. He was crushed by this but continued to play baseball. 

17. When he turned 21 years old, he contacted Casey who was now manager of the Major League 

Braves about playing baseball with New York Yankees. Casey connected him to the New York 

Yankees manager and they invited him to the training camp. 

18. He, again, received a contract offer from the New York Yankees but the war had broken out and 

many men were enlisting. 
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19. He made a decision to enlist and fight for his country in the war instead of going after his baseball 

dreams. 

20. During Basic training his Drill Sargent got into his face and asked him why he was smiling so much, 

he said “I have my first real bed that has a mattress, there is heat in here, hot water to take a 

shower, people make me food three times a day, we go for runs through the woods and you pay me 

to be here.” 

21. After his service of 5 years to his country, he decide to focus on his family versus going after his 

baseball dreams of playing baseball in the Major Leagues and played baseball locally on the Detroit 

Class “A” team, a “Feeder” team with players that went onto becoming Detroit Tigers players. 

22. In 1960, he was inducted into the Detroit Baseball Old Timers Federation and he saw this as a great 

honor to be among fellow baseball players that loved the game. 

23. He play organized baseball until he was 50 years old and coached senior youth (Sandlot) teams to 

pass on his knowledge and skills of baseball. 

24. Among his many baseball awards and achievements during his baseball career, in 1987, the Detroit 

Baseball Old Timers Federation honored him and presented him a custom Balfour gold/diamond 

baseball ring for still holding the Class A Highest Batting Average for a Season Title for 50 years 

where he batted .520 for the season which is still unbroken today, 80 years later. 

 

His favorite baseball motto was “It is not if you win or lose but how you play the game”. 

The MASON: 

1. He was a Mason that hailed from Olive Branch Lodge #542, Dearborn, MI. 

2. He lived the tenets of Free Masonry every minute of every day. 

2.1. He would give his life for his country or family without regret. 

2.2. He was humble, forgiving and charitable. 

2.3. Thanked God for all things. 

2.4. Never had a bad word to say about anybody. 

2.5. Loved his family more than himself. 

2.6. Appreciated just being alive. 

2.7. Honored and supported his brethren in any way he could. 

2.8. Always looked for knowledge to make himself a better man. 

2.9. Died knowing he was going to be with the great architect of the universe.  

THIS INSPRIRATIONAL MASON THAT PLAYED BASEBALL IS MY FATHER, JOSEPH GAUGER. 

I PROUDLY WEAR HIS MASONIC RING, 

I WEAR HIS LODGE PIN ON MY SUIT LAPELL, 

AND EVERYDAY I STRIVE TO BE THE MASON HE WAS. 


