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Although acknowledgements usually come at the end of a paper, I want to 

mention some at the outset, because a number of other researchers contributed 

greatly. Chief among these is James Morgan, worshipful associate grand historian 

of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, who 

had walked this ground before me. I also must thank the team at the Library of 

Congress who assisted me in my work at the Carter Woodson Collection and who 

put me in touch with Brother Morgan. Also, the librarian team at Alcorn State 

University in Mississippi for pointing me toward other documents and 

publications. 

When Worshipful Phil asked me to prepare this talk, I had planned to spend 

my brief time reviewing the life and accomplishments of a 19th century leader, the 

first African-American elected to the U.S. Senate, Hiram Rhodes Revels, a Prince 

Hall Affiliated freemason whose masonic honors included having been grand 

chaplain of the PHA Grand Lodge of Ohio and the PHA Grand Lodge of Missouri. I 

have decided to place what I think would have been his experience and its 

importance in the national life within the context of the PHA freemasonry of the 



time. I intend to demonstrate through this a phenomenon we have seen in our 

readings of history, and which we are taught to develop in the actions of our lives, 

that the ethical purposefulness which we encourage in each other through the 

craft is demonstrated in our lives beyond the temple walls. 

Freemasonry has always taught that its doors “are open to men who seek 

harmony with their fellowman, feel the need for self-improvement and wish to 

participate in making this world a better place to live (Grand Lodge of Virginia). 

Freemasons therefore can be expected to embody the precepts of the craft in 

civic as well as personal life. With this in mind, before we consider the example of 

Brother Revels, let us look at Prince Hall freemasonry. 

Prince Hall Affiliated freemasonry been cited as “the first black society in 

American history devoted to social, political and economic improvement” (PBS). 

The work of PHA has ranged across the battlefields for civil rights and civic 

equality as far back as the days of Prince Hall himself.  

Although Prince Hall Affiliated freemasonry has practiced the same 

principles of leveling as have AF&AM lodges, its members have included members 

of the elite of society, as have AF&AM lodges. Researcher Richard P. Mulcahy has 

written that, through the concentration of leading men in the black community, 



PHA historically has had greater influence in the black community than AF&AM 

freemasonry has had among whites (Mulcahy, 2009-2010). 

Another researcher, William A. Muraskin, sees PHA freemasonry as drawing 

its strength from the black middle class (Muraskin, 1975). He cites records of 

speeches by PHA grand masters in support of such advancing in the black 

community aspirations for property ownership (of homes and businesses) as a 

virtue.  

Muraskin’s research is based on mid-20th century records, but it follows a 

pattern set by Prince Hall’s eponymous founder. Prince Hall owned property (and 

thereby was a voter in Massachusetts), as well as his own businesses as a and  

leather dresser and caterer, and used his prominence in the black community to 

advocate forcefully in the white community for an end to slavery and for equal 

civil rights (Society).  

It is in this context that the life of Hiram Revels can, I think, most 

meaningfully be understood.  

First, some biographical background. Revels was born free in 1827 in 

Fayetteville, North Carolina. His father was a preacher, and he attended 

seminaries in Indiana and Ohio (U.S. House of Representatives). He became a 



minister, and preached in the Midwest, in Maryland, as well as later in Mississippi, 

notably after the Civil War. During the Civil War, Revels served as chaplain for a 

black regiment in the Army, and as a result of his time in Maryland as a minister 

and principal of a black school, recruited two Maryland regiments (U.S. House of 

Representatives). After the war, Revels was a pastor in Natchez, Mississippi, and 

helped to create schools for African Americans – education was a crucial concern 

of his. He was elected alderman and then state senator. He then was elected a 

U.S. senator, a Republican, by the reconstruction Mississippi legislature – this was 

before the 17th Amendment created popular election of U.S. senators. He was 

seated after a challenge by Southern Democrats, who cited Dred Scott as a 

precedent as they attacked his qualifications to serve (U.S. House of 

Representatives). He was elected to fill the unexpired term of a senator who had 

joined the Confederacy (U.S. House of Representatives). He served about a year. 

There were two unexpired term seats open; Revels accepted the vacancy of a 

man named Albert Brown. The other open seat was allotted to a white man; that 

seat had been held by Jefferson Davis (U.S. House of Representatives). 

At the Library of Congress, there is a 10-page autobiographical sketch in 

Revels’ handwriting. In it, he says that it had been his ambition since childhood to 

be educated and – in his phrase – “a professional man.” To us in this lodge, this 



might sound like a usual and expected career goal. We should consider it, 

however, in the context of the barriers to such that faced blacks at the time. 

Revels received school education as a youth in North Carolina. He notes that this 

was before the Nat Turner slave rebellion in Virginia – after which, he writes, 

education of blacks was illegal in North Carolina (Revels).  

To further his education, Revels attended two colleges, but I wish to draw 

attention to one – his first, Beech Grove Quaker Seminary in Liberty, Indiana (U.S. 

House of Representatives). Judging by Revels’ autobiographical paper, this 

experience had a profound effect on him. In this college, men and women already 

were being treated as equals – and let us consider the time, 1844, well before the 

19th Amendment, ratified in 1920, that gave women the right to vote. Revels 

wrote, “I, being the only Negro in it, was astonished at seeing that my color was 

no disadvantage to me, but I was by teachers and students treated as if they and I 

were of the same color and race” (Revels). 

We can now turn our attention briefly to Revels’ term in the U.S. Senate, 

from 1870 to 1871. He was noted as a gifted orator – a high achievement in those 

days of prominent, live public speeches. He espoused moderation, as most likely 

to effect a reconciliation of the races. In that regard, he favored a bill – which 



passed – to return U.S. citizenship to those former confederates who took an oath 

of allegiance to the Union (U.S. House of Representatives). He saw this 

reconciliation as based on equal treatment regardless of race under the law. For 

example, in one of his few Senate speeches, he opposed segregation of schools in 

the District of Columbia. He stated, “Let no encouragement be given to a 

prejudice against those who have done nothing to justify it, who are poor and 

perfectly innocent, as innocent as infants. Let nothing be done to encourage that 

prejudice” (Blackpast.org, n.d.). 

After leaving the Senate, Revels was appointed the first president – 

essentially, the founder – of Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College, now 

Alcorn State University in Mississippi, and then interim secretary of state of 

Mississippi (Brammer, 2015). He died in 1901.  

Let us now consider Revels’ life in the context of freemasonry. We can 

begin with an excerpt of Brother Morgan’s research:  

Rev. Revels was a Past Grand Chaplain of the jurisdiction of Ohio and initially a 

member of the original Lone Star Lodge #22 (when under Ohio) located in St. 

Louis, Missouri.  This lodge became Lone Star Lodge #2 under the Grand Lodge of 

Missouri when that jurisdiction was formed in 1865.  Revels was commissioned as 

the Right Worshipful District Deputy Grand Master for Missouri’s two lodges 

located in Kansas for the short period of time that those lodges remained under 

its jurisdiction. 



Several known members of the Missouri derived lodges also played prominent 

roles as grand lodge officers in the King Solomon Grand Lodge as well. It appears 

that R.W. Hiram R. Revels got involved with the new grand lodge, at least for a 

short period of time at its earliest stage as he is listed as having served as the 

Grand Chaplain of the jurisdiction during the year 1868 (Morgan III, 2017) 

The King Solomon Grand Lodge was at that time a Grand Lodge of Kansas. 

Brother Morgan’s well-footnoted paper, from which I drew this, included 

the citation from a Kansas paper, The Daily (Lawrenceville) Kansas Tribune, in 

1868. He was kind to send me a copy of the advertisement in the paper for a PHA 

Masonic train trip (The Daily Kansas Tribune, 1868). Prince Hall grand lodges were 

in flux at this time, with lodges in one state holden under grand lodges in another 

due to live questions about the nature of Prince Hall organization on the national 

level.  

It’s clear, therefore, from the combination of his personal, masonic and 

national history that Revels lived a full and honorable life.  We therefore can use 

his example as a working tool from history.  

As an ordained minister, Revels was trained and expected to act by the 

plumb. I could find no documents that have the exact words of his public prayers, 

but accounts by those who heard those prayers found them inspirational to all. 

And his speeches show remarkable forbearance and brotherly love. 



Revels tried to meet everyone, including those who would have hated him, 

on the level. After the Civil War, he spoke in favor of admitting former 

confederates as full U.S. citizens once they took an oath of citizenship (U.S. House 

of Representatives). Even those who would never consider him an equal under 

the law and entitled to equal civil rights, he would so consider. 

Revels bounded his actions within the points of the compasses. In my 

reading of the history of his life, I found no intemperate words or rash actions; 

this, in a time of continued bloodshed and oppression. Instead, I found a hand 

extended for friendship and cooperation.  

 And let us consider the square, the symbol of fair dealing. Although I have 

no records of specific actions reflecting Revels’ life as a freemason, the list of the 

positions for which he was chosen should be testament enough to the value and 

esteem in which his brethren held him – to the trust they had in his fair dealing 

with them. His record in government, in education and in other aspects of his 

public life speaks to the quality of his actions. An example: That he raised two 

regiments of fighting men, none of whom could have been draftees, tells us that 

his reputation was more than sufficient to earn the trust of these men.  



 In his time, Revels was a prominent man; among the most prominent 

African-Americans of his time. That his name is not spoken of these days shows us 

that the mist of time that enshrouds the past can hide from us what we ought to 

know. But what was done cannot be undone. So with Revels as with us. What we 

have done informs who we became and who we are; what we do informs who we 

will become. So in our use of our symbols. As freemasons, we guide ourselves by 

them. Revels in his life clearly was guided by them, and, in times far worse than 

ours, set his personal history as a living symbol, there for our guidance, of what a 

mason is capable of doing. Let us govern ourselves accordingly. 
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